Proceedings of the 192nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Ohio

November 14-15, 2008, Trinity Commons

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., 11th bishop of the Diocese of Ohio called the 192nd Annual Convention of the Diocese of Ohio to order at 1:23 p.m., and the Convention was organized for business. Bishop Hollingsworth called on the Rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert, Secretary of Convention, to report on the quorum. 

Bishop Hollingsworth then called on Douglas Nafziger (St. Michael’s, Toledo) who moved to adopt the Rules of Order. He also extended the privileges of the floor to the Christian Formation for All Officer, the Diocesan Consultant for Stewardship and Development, the Communications Officer, the Finance Officer, Assisting Bishops in the Diocese of Ohio, non-canonically-resident clergy serving as Interim Rector or Priest-in-Charge in a cure, Lutheran pastors serving in Episcopal parishes, President of the Diocesan ECW, lay members of the Standing Committee, lay members of the Diocesan Council, lay members of the Trustees, lay deputies and provisional deputies to General Convention, recipients of the Bishop's Medal, special youth representatives, Henriqué Tokpa, the President of Cuttington University, Liberia, and the Rev. John Nganga.

The rules of order were seconded and adopted. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon the Rev. Brian Wilbert to explain the particulars of delegate credentials, name badges, and related procedures. Wilbert also reported on parish compliance with canons. 

The following parishes are not current in their Diocesan assessments and are therefore not eligible for seat, voice, or vote at this convention: 

· Church of the Holy Spirit, Akron

· St. Luke’s, Akron

· St. Barnabas’s, Bay Village

· Church of the Transfiguration, Cleveland

· St. Anne’s, Madison

· St. Timothy’s, Massillon

· St. John’s, Napoleon

The following parishes are not current in their Lay Pension Report and payments and are not in compliance with Title 2, Canon 10. They are not eligible to vote, but retain seat and voice.

· St. Alban’s, Cleveland Heights

· St. Peter’s, Lakewood

· St. Paul’s, Steubenville

The following parishes have not submitted their parochial reports and are not in compliance with Title 1, Canon 6. Sec. 1:

· St. Alban’s, Cleveland Heights
· Grace Church, Galion

· St. John’s, Napoleon

· St. Augustine’s, Youngstown

The following parishes have not submitted their audits and are not in compliance with Title 1, Canon 7:

· Trinity, Bryan

· St. Luke’s, Cleveland

· Grace Church, Galion

· Christ Church, Huron

· St. Mark’s, Sidney

· St. Paul’s, Steubenville

· All Saints, Toledo

· Christ Church, Warren

· St. Augustine’s, Youngstown

The Rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert then made the following appointments:

· Assistant Secretaries- Eva Cole, Brenda Koenig, Samara Wright

· Counters- Anne Austin, Chuck Catanese, Yorki Egusquiza, Charlene Hettinger, Jackie Hudson, Elizabeth Limmex, Pat Metz, Tina Monreal, Judy Pearson, Sue Perkinson, Mary Jo Purdom, Rita Rozell

· Tellers- Vincent Black, George Baum, Zeke Coughlin, Susan Cowling, Ellen Elder-Joseph, Tom Green, Matt Humm, Jennifer Leider, Melonie Metz, Frank Moore, David Nelson, Jim Rich, the Rev. Bob Weaver

Bishop Hollingsworth then delivered the Episcopal Address.

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Rebecca Wilson who made the report of the Nominating Committee. She placed in nomination those names put forward by the committee, with any additional names received by the Secretary or from the floor for the following offices.

Trustee of the Diocese (1 person for a 5-year term)

· Jim Dudziak

· The Rev. Dr. C. Eric Funston

· David Smith

Standing Committee (1 lay person and 1 clergy for 4 year term)

From the lay order:

· Philip Davis

· Donna Knapp

· James Simon

From the clerical order:

· The Rev. Peter Faass

· The Rev. Kelly Kirby

Diocesan Council (2 laity and 2 clergy for 3 year term)

From the lay order:

· John Backs

· Jim Hayes

· Jane Macarthy

· Marvin Peek

· Natalie Tallon

From the clerical order:

· The Rev. James L. Brown

· The Rev. Joy M. Caires

· The Rev. Joe Ashby

Episcopal Community Service Foundation Development Council (3 laity for 3-year terms, 1 clergy for 3-year term; 1 lay person for a 2-year unexpired term; 1 lay person for a 1-year unexpired term, and 1 clergy for a 1-year unexpired term)

From the lay order: (Vote for three in order to determine who receives the unexpired terms)

· Karen Eubanks

· Cheryl Gray

· Anne Schwan

· George Siss

· Roger Smith

From the clerical order:

· The Rev. J. Jeffery Baker

· The Rev. G. Keith Owen, II

General Convention Provisional Deputy (4 laity and 4 clergy for 3 year term)

From the lay order: (Vote for 1 in order to determine order of election)

· Carolyn Cameron

· Denise Caywood

· Jean Parke

· Rebecca Roth

From the clerical order:

· The Rev. M. Judith Alexis

· The Rev. J. Jeffery Baker

· The Rev. Margaret D’Anieri

· The Rev. Wanda L. Ray

· The Rev. Gregory P. Sammons

· The Rev. Helen Svoboda-Barber

Bishop Hollingsworth asked the Rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert if he had received any additional nominations, and opened the floor for nominations. There being none, Bishop Hollingsworth thanked Rebecca Wilson for her work on the nominating committee. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Brian Wilbert to instruct the delegates in voting procedures. The first ballot was taken. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Thomas Austin to give the Treasurer’s Report (see Appendix II, Report of the Treasurer). 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Priscilla Hays to nominate Thomas Austin to serve as Treasurer of the diocese. With no nominations from the floor, Mr. Austin was elected by voice vote. 

Bishop Hollingsworth calls upon the Rev. Margaret D’Anieri (St. Paul’s, Norwalk) to nominate the Rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert to serve as secretary of Convention. With no nominations from the floor, the Rev. Wilbert was elected by voice vote. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon the chair of the Committee on Canons, the Rev. Gay C. Jennings (St. Timothy’s, Macedonia) to present the process for amending the Constitution and Canons. 

Two proposed amendments to the canons of the Diocese of Ohio were submitted by members of the diocese. The First Proposed Amendment involved replacing Title I. Canon 14, Sec. 3. The Second (Set) Proposed Amendment to the Canons involved repealing Title I. Canon 14, Sec. 4 and replacing it with Sec. 5; repealing Title II. Canon 9, Sec. 1; Repealing Title II. Canon 10, Sec. 3 and replacing it with Canon 10 and replace Canon 10 with Canon 11, Sec 1-5; and enact Proposed Title II. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called on the Rev. Dr. Patricia Hanen to report on Natural Church Development. NCD is now being used by 32 churches up from seven in the diocese. Hanen called upon the Rev. Barbara Bond from St. Paul’s Church, Canton, to explain personal effects and results of NCD. Hanen asked members of the NCD Implementation Group to speak, including Brian Sisak, the Rev. Julie Fisher, the Rev. Gene Pearson, the Rev. Gayle Catinella, and the Rev. Dena Cleaver-Bartholomew. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called on the Rev. Pete Nielsen and Janet Smart to report on the Hunger and Homeless Task Force. 

Bishop Hollingsworth gave an overview of the Bishop’s Appeal during 2008, which paid for summer internships. He called on Lindy Hale to report on new initiatives funded by the Bishop’s Appeal. Bishop Hollingsworth talked about the Bishops Bike Ride, and the money raised, and introduced the video made of the bike ride by Lindy Hale and Karl Bitikofer.  

Bishop Hollingsworth introduced the President of Cuttington University, Liberia, Henriqué Tokpa, to report on the work being done there. President Tokpa spoke about its religious goals and achievements, and mentioned that the school has grown every year, but is in need of ongoing resources.  

Bishop Hollingsworth then called upon the Rev. Alan James for announcements. 

Bishop Hollingsworth moved that the first report of the Committee on Resolutions and the results of the first ballot and second ballot be moved to the next day. The motion was seconded and passed.

Bishop Hollingsworth declared that the Convention was in recess, and would reconvene Saturday morning following the Convention Eucharist at 8:30.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Convention was reconvened at 10:11 Saturday, November 15, after the Convention Eucharist ended. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon the Rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert to report the results of the first ballot, which were as follows: There were 284 ballots cast, and 143 were needed to elect; On the first ballot, the Rev. Peter Faass (143) was elected for Standing Committee; Jane Macarthy and Marvin Peek (147, 148 respectively) were elected in the lay order to Diocesan Council; the Rev. James L. Brown and the Rev. Joy M. Caires (144, 227 respectively) were elected for the clerical order to Diocesan Council. In the lay order, Anne Schwan, George Siss, and Roger Smith (164, 144, 170 respectively) were elected for three-year terms for Episcopal Community Services Development Council, Karen Eubanks was elected for an unexpired 2-year term, and Cheryl Gray (118) was elected for a one-year unexpired term for the lay order of the ECS Development Council; the Rev. J. Jeffery Baker (154) was elected for the clerical order of the ECS Development Council. Denise Caywood, Rebecca Roth, Carolyn Cameron, and Jean Parke (105, 81, 47, 26) were elected for the General Convention Provisional Deputy in the lay order; the Rev. Gregory P. Sammons, the Rev. J. Jeffery Baker, the Rev. Margaret D’Anieri, and the Rev. Helen Svoboda-Barber (215, 183, 182, 181) for the clerical order of the General Convention Provisional Deputy were all elected. 

The Rev. Dr. Brian Wilbert explained the procedure for the second ballot. The second ballot was taken for Trustee of the Diocese, and the lay order of the Standing Committee. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon the Rev. Gay Jennings to speak on the proposed amendments to the canons and constitutions. Jennings moved that the first amendment be sent to committee for study by the bishop. It was moved that the amendment be voted on immediately, it was seconded, and the amendment was passed for movement to committee for further study. 

Jennings moved that the second amendment also be moved to committee for further study and voted on at the next convention. A delegate from St. Paul’s, Medina asked for an immediate vote, noting that nothing could be gained from postponement. The amendment was debated. Bishop Hollingsworth called for a vote on the amendment. By hand vote, the amendment was committed to further study. The Rev. Gay Jennings thanked by Bishop.

Bishop called on Kate Gillooly, Brian Kirby, Susan McDonald, the Rev. Marie Philips, and the Rev. Helen Svoboda-Barber to report on the Christian Formation Commission Inventory. They discovered that church formation is typically attended by 10 or fewer children and 25 or fewer adults.  Materials were passed out for an individual form of prayer (Praying in Color) to be done by the delegates, as an example of a process of Christian formation. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called on the candidates for Holy Orders, clergy new to the diocese, in new positions, or retiring/retired since last convention to go to the front as their names were called. 

The senior seminarians are:  


George Baum – General Seminary. (St. Paul’s, Maumee)


Vincent Black – Bexley Hall (Trinity Cathedral)

 Ordained in the past year are:


The Rev. J. Jeffrey Baker – priest in charge, St. Stephens’ Shared 
Ministry, Steubenville/East Liverpool


The Rev. Beth Scriven – asst. rector, St. Clare Church, Ann Arbor, MI


The Rev. Diana Carroll – asst. rector, Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse 
Square, Philadelphia, PA

 Clergy new to the Diocese:


The Rev. David Evans – Interim pastor, St. Peter’s, Ashtabula


The Rev. Percy Grant – Christian Vocations Officer, Diocesan Staff


The Rev. Kelly Kirby – rector, St. Andrew’s, Mentor


The Rt. Rev. William Persell – assisting bishop


The Rev. John Reinheimer – interim pastor, St. Mark’s, Canton


The Rev. Mary Lynn Dell, canonically resident in the Diocese of 
Virginia


The Rt. Rev. Ghaid Malik, retired bishop of Egypt



The Rev. Warren Schaller, canonically resident in the Diocese of 
Virginia 


The Rev. John Scott, canonically resident in the Diocese of Winchester, 
Church of England


The Rev. Christopher Snook, canonically resident in the Diocese 
of Saskatchewan, Anglican Church of Canada  

Clergy Retirements: 


The Rev. George Murphy (associate) – St. Paul’s, Akron


The Rev. Carey “Dutch” Sloan (rector)– St. Mark’s, Canton


The Rev. Jane Wells (deacon), St. Andrew’s, Elyria

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon the Rev. Brian Suntken to report on the Evangelism Sub-Committee. Suntken showed a short movie, after encouraging the delegates to take a badge and talk about evangelism at church on Sunday. Evangelism and leadership programs are ready for implementation. 

Bishop Hollingsworth thanked all those whose terms on committees and commissions have expired for their hard work and support of the church. 

Bishop Hollingsworth nominated the following people to four-year terms on the Commission on Ministry:

Clerical Order:


The Rev. Dr. Eric Funston, St. Paul’s, Medina


The Rev. Alan Gates, St. Paul’s, Cleveland Heights


Rev. Keith Owen to an unexpired three-year term.

Lay Order:


Jane Freeman, St. Paul’s, Akron


Lynnette Miller, St. Philip’s, Akron

The nominations were moved, seconded and elected by acclamation, there being no nominations from the floor. 

Bishop Hollingsworth nominated the following people to four-year terms on the Diocesan Judicial Panel:

Clerical Order:


The Rev. Gayle Catinella, St. Thomas, Berea


The Rev. Chris McCann, St. Luke’s, Chardon

Lay Order:


Becky Roth, Trinity Toledo


The Hon. William Vodrey, St. Paul’s, Cleveland Heights

The motion was seconded, and the nominees were elected by acclamation, there being no nominations from the floor. 

The Bishop called on Martha Wright and Bill Joseph for a report on the Office of Communications. Wright reported on surveys from focus groups and opinion leaders, which helped develop phrases and words that appeal to people or turn them off to use for advertising. Joseph reported on communication options for parishes, including using web cams and microphones to bring the church to individuals’ homes. Web casting is also being used to bring events, including Convention, to people across the diocese. 

The Rev. Alan James made announcements about lunch, and lunch procedures, and identified where the deaneries will caucus. Deaneries caucusing this year were Cleveland West, South Central, Toledo, and West to elect representatives to Diocesan Council. 

Bishop Hollingsworth declared a recess for lunch.

The Convention resumed 12:52.

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon John Shelley to report on the Trustees of the Diocese, specifically the JIF transition. He described the investments of the diocese (See Trustees report), as well as distribution of investments. 

It was moved to suspend other reports in order to hear the resolutions and vote on them together. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called on the Rev. Stephen Sedgwick, chair of the committee on resolutions, to determine the order in which the resolutions were presented to convention for action. 

Sedgwick explained that there are five resolutions being presented to the convention. 

R1: Resolution on Minimum Clergy Compensation for 2009 – (Convention must pass a compensation resolution) Sedgwick moved for the adoption of the resolution, and it was seconded. An amendment was proposed to change the timeline for salary levels from five years, to three years in lines 5 and 6. The amendment was seconded. The amendment passed, and the resolution passed as amended.  

R2: Resolution on Assessment Credit for Increases in Natural Gas and Heating Oil Expenses –Sedgwick moved the adoption of the resolution, seconded. The resolution was corrected in line 15 to read 2008 instead of 2007. The corrected resolution was passed. 

R3: Resolution Concerning Health Ministry in the Congregations Sedgwick moved the adoption of Resolution 3, which was seconded. Lines 7 and 29 were corrected to read 2006 instead of 2003. The corrected resolution was voted on and passed. 

R4: Resolution Urging Support for the Health Care for All Ohioan Act –Sedgwick moved the adoption of the resolution, and it was seconded. Debate on the merits of the resolution ensued. Bishop Hollingsworth asks if there is a motion to extend the debate. It was moved and seconded, but did not pass. It was requested that the resolution be referred to a committee, which was moved and passed. Delegate request that the resolution be referred to a committee, seconded. The vote to refer failed. The resolution was then voted on and failed. 

R5: Resolution in Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of St. James, Boardman –Sedgwick moved the adoption of resolution, which was seconded. A delegate from St. James, Boardman spoke for the resolution. It was seconded and passed. 

Bishop Hollingsworth informed the convention that the following reports would be filed by title, unless a reading was called for: 


Trustees of the Diocese



Standing Committee


Diocesan Council


Diocesan Loans and Grants Fund


Commission on Ministry


Congregational Development Commission


Commission to End Racism


Cedar Hills Camp and Conference Center


Episcopal Community Services Foundation


Task Force on Human Trafficking and Slavery


Following the results of the second ballot, Bishop Hollingsworth appointed the Rev. Dr. C. Eric Funston as Trustee of the Diocese (143 votes) and James Simon (165 votes) to the Standing Committee in the Lay Order. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called on the Rev. Dr. Patricia Hanen to report on Parish Covenants and the activities of the CDC during 2008. She called on the Rev. Brian Suntken and Dale Traven for a personal collaboration story between Christ Church, Hudson and St. Mark’s, Shelby. Hanen encouraged Covenant relationships between parishes. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Lee Irving to present the proposed 2009 Diocesan Program and Budget. Mr. Irving explained the procedures for adopting the budget. He explained the budget distribution in detail, and the funding sources expected for 2009.  He concluded with warnings about budget changes in the next year.  Bishop Hollingsworth asked for a motion to accept the 2009 budget, which was seconded, and passed. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Susan McDonald for a report on the Diocesan Youth Event. Participants in the DYE spoke about their experiences and showed a short slideshow of DYE. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon Joe Bridges and the Rev. Jerry Townsend for their report on the Commission on Global and Domestic Mission. Their goal was to increase awareness of and commitment to the four areas of the mission; the Education Working Group and its plans for 2009, the goal of the mission partnership working group and what it is already doing and will continue to do in 2009, the spirituality and liturgy working group’s publications, and the giving working group’s allocations for the year 2008; the Rev. Jerry Townsend gave checks to the following organizations: Curamericas, Cuttington University in Liberia, Holy Cross Anglican Primary School in Belize, Los Amigos Episcopales and, Marafiki Global AIDS Ministry Orphanage in Kenya; Allocations were also made to the Agricultural Project for School Funding in Cavalla, Liberia, sponsored by St. Paul’s, Akron; St. Etienne School in Buteau, Haiti, in partnership with St. Paul’s Parishes in Akron and Cleveland Heights; Emanuel Nursery in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, a project of Trinity, Toledo; CAMO, a health care project in Honduras, sponsored by St. James’, Wooster,; and Trinity Alliance for five scholarship to Kent State University for Kenyan high school students.. A total of $25,000 was given in grants

Bishop Hollingsworth asked if the convention had any unfinished business. Hearing none, the bishop asked the Rev. Stephen Sedgwick to present the Resolutions of Courtesy. The Rev. Sedgwick sang an impromptu song. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called on the Rev. Alan James for last minute announcements, collection of convention surveys, convention PowerPoint online access, and the amount raised at Friday night’s dinner. 

Bishop Hollingsworth thanked the staff of the Cathedral and others involved in working on Convention. 

Bishop Hollingsworth called upon the Rev. Brad Purdom for closing prayers.

Bishop Hollingsworth called for a motion to adjourn. The motion was moved, seconded, and passed.

The 192nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Ohio was adjourned at 3:08 on Saturday the 15th of November. 

