Summary of Standing Committee
February 25, 2026
Members present: Rev. George Baum, Rev. June Hardy Dorsey, Rev. Bridget Coffey, Rev. Seth Wymer, Kristen Busa, Halley Marsh, Clint Bailey, The Rt. Rev. Anne Jolly (Ex Officio), and Chancellor Bill Powel (guest).
Rev. June Hardy Dorsey called the meeting to order. We all read the Diocesan vision and core values together. Opening prayer was offered by Rev. June Hardy Dorsey. Each person shared a moment of check-in and update and Clint offered another prayer for the gathering. 
The January Meeting Minutes were accepted and approved. 
During the chancellor’s time, Bill Powell discussed the Trinity Church, Tiffin grant that was consented electronically between meetings resulting in the release of funds and St. Timothy, Perrysburg and their request of the sale of kitchen equipment to the Timothy’s Foundation.
Bishop Anne updated the group on:
· The requested release of St. Luke’s Cleveland from Canon 6
· The difficult closing services for three faith communities in the Diocese. 
· The two new St. Matthew’s trustees, Tom Hauck and Mark Dubielak. The Standing Committee unanimously affirmed this appointment.
· The first regional diocesan gathering in Akron/Canton.
· The launch of School for Diaconal and Lay Ministries in Partnership with the Iona Collaborative.
· The development of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission and their scope of work.
· An upcoming Diocesan Council structural review of Mission Areas.
· The Rev. Absalom Jones service and plans for a comprehensive evaluation of the Dismantling Racism Program in the diocese. 
· The plan to explore launching 2-3 new communities of faith to reach people who are not going to church now.

As we do in every meeting, we had an executive session, creating space for us to talk about hard things if needed. We encourage all of you to bring any hard topics to standing committee members at any time – we want to hear from you.
We consented to the election of Bishop-elects Karin MacPhail as Bishop of Southwestern Virginia and Richard Lawson as Bishop of Alabama.
The Standing Committee has committed to spending more time in prayer and Bible study together and we took some time discussing what this will look like in subsequent meetings.
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