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A New Church Year

and a New Century as
the Diocese of Ohio

It is a fortuitous
coincidence that we
begin the Diocese
of Ohios yearlong

bicentennial
commemoration at the
start of a new church
year. The season of
Advent provides us
with a spiritual focus
and discipline that will
serve us well as we look
toward the future that
God dreams for us as
a diocese. It invites a
posture of expectation
as we anticipate
how Christ will be
born anew in the third century of our diocesan life together.
Recalling our history and taking stock of our present, we make
ourselves available to what is yet to be, to the next chapter of our
engagement in God’s mission, and to our role, as the body of
Christ, in bringing heaven to earth in northern Ohio.

In this season of new possibility, we prepare for Christ to be born
again in each of us - in our hearts, our minds, our ministries,
and our lives. Advent calls us to provide a safe place, like the
one provided in the
stable in Bethlehem
two millennia ago, for
the spirit of Christ to
be renewed within each
of us. A safe place in an
uncertain and fearful
world. A safeplacein our
politically and socially
polarized nation. A safe
place in which we can
embrace hard realities
about the life we share,
safe enough for us to
confront truths about
our own lives that may
warrant repentance. A

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
Bishop of Ohio

safe place in our souls where
we welcome the Christ who
comes often as the stranger, the
other, to make us more whole
and more holy. In Advent, we
are particularly attentive to
our Christian vocation to make the world a safer place for all of
God’s beloved.

Since Election Day, some people have been wearing safety pins
to signify their desire to provide a safe place for those feeling
at renewed risk or insecure. The practice began in the United
Kingdom last June following the “Brexit” vote, when Great
Britain found itself similarly
divided and some of its more
vulnerable communities
feeling threatened. A safety
pin on ones lapel or sweater
or blouse states a willingness
to listen, to provide a safe
context for another’s sharing,
regardless of that person’s
perspective or concern.

Perhaps a fitting sign of our
commitment to providing a
safe place for the vulnerable,
the anxious, and the fearful
- and for the infant Christ
to be born again in our midst — would be a safety pin through
the front of our church. It might be a sign to those around us
that there is room for them by the manger, no matter who they
are, room for them to draw near to the incarnate love of God
in Christ. As well, it might remind us of our responsibility to
make each of God’s children safe, not by compromising one’s
own convictions or the other’s, but making room by listening
and seeking to understand who they are and by what star they
got here.

With every Advent blessing,

Mok
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200th Diocesan Convention

The Bishop's Episcopal Address

Sisters and brothers in Christ,

Good evening. It is wonderful to be gathered together on
the campus of Bowling Green State University for our 200th
Diocesan Convention. I thank you and I thank God for your
presence and commitment to our shared vocation as servants of
God’s mission in our congregations and Mission Areas, as The
Diocese of Ohio and The Episcopal Church, and with our sibling
provinces of the Anglican Communion around the world. Your
companionship is a continued blessing and your fidelity to the
church is an inspiration.

As we begin the Diocese of Ohios bicentennial year, we are
privileged and grateful to have with us Mrs. Alison Chillingworth
and the Most Rev. David Chillingworth, Bishop of St. Andrews,
Dunkeld and Dunblane, and Primus of the Scottish Episcopal
Church. While my friendship with the Chillingworths is fairly
recent, facilitated by having two of our children go to college in
their diocese, my sense of relationship feels long and deep.

As was commemorated in our worship this evening, the first
Bishop of The Episcopal Church, Samuel Seabury, was ordained
to the episcopacy in Aberdeen on November 14, 1784. English
bishops were unable to ordain anyone who could not swear
allegiance to the crown, but bishops of the Scottish church were
not so constrained, as a result of their predecessors’ break from
William and Mary following the deposition of James II. Because
Seabury’s ordaining bishops were the Bishop and Bishop
Coadjutor of Aberdeen and the Bishop of Ross and Caithness,
the apostolic succession of bishops in the America church was
established. As part of this early companionship between our two
churches, The Episcopal Church modeled its Eucharistic Prayer
on that of the Scottish Episcopal Church, which continues to
inform our Eucharistic worship to this day.
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Our two provinces have been companions as well in responding
to social issues in our respective ministry contexts, facing many
of the same difficult challenges both within our individual
ecclesial structures and in relationship with other provinces of
the Anglican Communion. These common struggles that have
shaped us as contemporary Christians have also deepened the
bonds of affection that were forged more than two and a quarter
centuries ago. Bishop Chillingworth and our own President
of the House of Deputies,
Gay Jennings, have served
together on the Anglican

Consultative Council, one of the “instruments of unity” of the
Anglican Communion, which has provided them with a warm
collegial relationship and affection. We will all join with them
tomorrow morning for a plenary discussion with Convention
delegates about the role of Episcopal churches like ours in
meeting the particular challenges of our time.

Alison and David, thank you for going to the extreme effort of
traveling to be with us at this important moment in the life of our
diocese. We are very grateful. As an expression of that gratitude
and affection, I have a couple of gifts I'd like to present to you.
(Honey from Bellwether Farm; Sailor’s Cross scarf and necktie.)

The 200th anniversary of the Diocese is, by the standards of
our church and country’s history, a significant mark. As the
first diocese of The Episcopal Church established beyond the
thirteen colonies, the Diocese of Ohio was at the forefront of the
growth of our church. Following the early settlers who traveled
west, principally from Connecticut, Jackson Kemper, Joseph
Doddridge, Roger Searle, and Philander Chase were among



those itinerant clergy who came to Ohio in its first two decades,
assisting congregations of faithful Christians in forming parishes
that together would become, in 1817, the Episcopal Diocese of
Ohio. Some of you here tonight represent those first Episcopal
parishes established before there was a diocese - St. James
Boardman, St. Peter’s Ashtabula, St. Paul's Medina (originally in
Weymouth), and Trinity Cleveland.

From those hardscrabble beginnings, the Diocese of Ohio, like the
State of Ohio, has offered exceptional leadership to the broader
community, the country, and the world. Philander Chase, the
first Episcopal priest to establish residency in Ohio, became
the first Bishop of the Diocese (18th Bishop in the American
succession) and the Sixth Presiding Bishop. Countless lay and
clergy leaders have followed him and his early companions in
serving the church and
society with dedication
and devotion. Today, the

leadership generosity of this diocese continues. It is important
for you to know that on committees, commissions, agencies,
and boards of The Episcopal Church, a considerable number
of your colleagues currently serve. Dianne Smith and Bishop
Williams serve on the Committee to Study the Relationship of
The General Theological Seminary and the General Convention,
Bishop Williams being the Chair. Dianne also serves as Secretary
of the National Union of Black Episcopalians. Steven Plank and
Chris Decatur serve on the Standing Commission on Liturgy
and Music. Jim Simon serves on the Standing Commission on
Structure, Governance, Constitution and Canons. Charlotte
Reid, Mary Carson, and I serve as Trustees of the Bexley Seabury
Seminary Federation. Meghan Froehlich serves as Missioner for
Transition Ministry on The Episcopal Church Staff. Eric Funston
serves on the Economic Justice Loan Committee of Executive
Council. Dale Grandfield serves on The Episcopal Church and
the Moravian Church Coordinating Committee. Jacob Bilich
serves on the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of a
Presiding Bishop. Tracey Lind serves as a Trustee of the Church
Pension Fund. Yorki Encalada serves on the Task Force on
Cuba. Eva Cole is a past President and current Board Member

of BEST, the network of Bishops’ Executive Assistants (Bishops’
Executive Secretaries Together). Brad Purdom serves on the
Task Force on Clergy Leadership in Small Congregations. Percy
Grant writes curriculum for CREDO, and Sarah Shofstall, Betsey
Bell, Elizabeth Moosbrugger, Amy Speidel, Sally Bear, Denny
Anderson, Albert Jennngs, and Arthur Williams, serve on the
CREDO Faculty. Brian Wilbert serves on the Board of Archives
of The Episcopal Church. Aaron Gerlach serves on the Province
V Executive Committee, of which I am the Vice-president.
Bill Powel serves on the Special Commission on Impairment
and Leadership, of which I am the Vice-Chair. I serve as the
President of the Provincial House of Bishops in Province V,
and as a member of the Presiding Bishop’s Council of Advice.
Betsey Bell serves as Executive Assistant to the President of the
House of Deputies, and of course, Gay Jennings is the President
of the House of Deputies. Please forgive me if I have neglected
to mention you or someone you know. Perhaps like the Mafia, it
may be good to have a few who are unidentified.

VY,

This is no small number, especially for a diocese of this size.
Leadership has always been a particular charism of this diocese,
and as we look toward the new century that awaits the church in
Ohio, we must each open our eyes and hearts to the leadership
roles God is offering. Our prayers must invite a sensitivity and
vulnerability to the movement of the Spirit, asking God to
challenge us to be leaders in new and transformative ways, in
parochial, diocesan, denominational, and community contexts.

We don't have to look back 200 years for inspiring models, either.
Doubtless, you have examples who sit near you in the pews on
Sunday. Perhaps one is sitting with you tonight. One of mine is
the Diocesan Treasurer, Tom Austin. He pretends to have been
around at the founding of the Diocese, but he hasn’t even been
alive half that long. In fact, last month he only celebrated his 90th
birthday. Tom, will you please come up here so we can sing to
you now. (Happy birthday...)

Tom and Ann moved here in 1975 from greater Detroit. To give
you some perspective, that was two years before Arthur Williams
did the same. Having served in parish and diocesan positions in
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the Diocese of Michigan, Tom could easily have thought, “T've
taken my turn, let’s let someone else step up,” but he did not.
He offered his experience, commitment, and steady presence
to both the Cathedral congregation and to the Diocese, and for
more than four decades now, he has served the church in Ohio
with great dedication.

When I came to this diocese, it was important to me that
the officers of Convention, the Secretary and Treasurer, be
communicants who were not employed on the Bishop’s staff.
I asked Tom if he would consider standing for the office of
Treasurer, and after giving it some thought, he agreed. Thus,
ten years ago, at the 190th Diocesan Convention, he was
elected Treasurer of the Diocese and continues to serve with
distinction. In that capacity he serves on Diocesan Council,
Finance Committee, Audit Committee, Trustees, the Committee
on Socially Responsible Investing, the Commission on Racial
Understanding, and is an invaluable advisor to Sue Leishman
and me. He is thoughtful, wise, perceptive, inquisitive, patient,
and when necessary, definitive. His humility and disarming
sense of humor invite collaboration, and he brings out the
best in all who work with him. No matter what I take to him
seeking his advice and direction, his highest priority is always
the wellbeing of the Diocese of Ohio, its congregations, and
those they serve. In short, Tom Austin is selfless in his servant
leadership. He continually makes this a better church and me
a better bishop. Tonight we mark the tenth anniversary of his
election as Treasurer of the Diocese, and Tom, in recognition
of your commitment as a Christian and your gifts as a leader, it
gives me great pleasure to award you the Bishop’s Medal.

The term “Christian leader” is redundant. To be a Christian
is to lead - to lead toward justice, toward mercy, toward the
reign of God. To be a Christian means to be a bellwether of the
kingdom of heaven, a herald of the good news of God’s love for
all, showing the world where the greater good lies and how to get
there. Together, we are building at Bellwether Farm a facility and
ministry for a new century, providing a vehicle by which we can
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equip leaders for a sustainable future. This is a bold undertaking
and models for the whole church a new approach to camp,
retreat, and education ministry. Some of you may remember
its beginnings in 2009 with the hard work of the Camp and
Conference Ministry Study Committee chaired by Chet Bowling
and including Kay Ashby, Tom Austin, Liddy Hoster, Keith Owen,
Jim Rich, Dick Wilkison, Percy Grant, Danielle Weiser-Cline,
and Ruth Morris. Seven years later, as we stand at the threshold
of our Diocese’s third century, their creative vision is becoming
a reality. Those of you who were at last month’s groundbreaking
or have recently been by the site in Wakeman, will know that
the property is being physically transformed. Old structures
have been removed, new roads have been built, and the utilities
infrastructure necessary to support new buildings and programs
is now in place. It is expected that foundations will soon be
poured and new construction will begin. To date, this project has
involved the participation of hundreds of volunteers working on
design, program development, partnerships with other groups
and institutions, fundraising, land management, farm strategies,
and numerous other critical elements. Leading all of us in this
complex undertaking is Katie Ong-Landini, our indefatigable
Project Director for Camp and Retreat Ministry. Well suited to
this task with her remarkable management skills and unflagging
dedication, she is our own bellwether, pointing always to what
God is imagining for our common ministry at this new facility
and leading each of us to explore those roles in which our
particular gifts and passions might make a worthy contribution.

Katie, will you please join me up here. I have a small gift for you
that serves both as an expression of our continuing admiration
and gratitude and as a symbol of your leadership.

Equipping leaders for a sustainable future is something we
have been exploring this last year in particular regard to those
preparing for Holy Orders. At the current time, we have ten
seminarians preparing for the priesthood in five seminaries of
The Episcopal Church. As well, we have five postulants in our
diocesan Diaconal Formation Program. Of the ten discerning
a priestly vocation, five are in traditional residential seminary



programs, two are in post-seminary internships, and three
are participating in a creative, new, low-residency Master of
Divinity program that the Diocese of Ohio has developed in
collaboration with the Bexley Seabury Seminary Federation.

With the support of the Commission on Ministry, the Standing
Committee, the Diocesan Council, and the Bexley Seabury
Board of Trustees, Percy Grant, Brad Purdom, and I have worked
with the seminary’s President and faculty to build a three-year
course of study that incorporates Bexley Seabury and Chicago
Theological Seminary’s hybrid online and immersion M. Div.
curriculum with a local “learning cohort” in which participating
students meet weekly for formation and companionship. As
well, we provide these seminarians with three-year, paid
internships in parishes close to their homes. The internships
integrate their studies with the practice of ministry,
providing practical guidance while they
develop pastoral, liturgical, and leadership

skills. And, the congregations in
which seminarian interns serve
become learning communities

themselves, benefitting from direct
participation in the Christian
education resources and online

opportunities of the seminary.

While some students will |
continue to benefit from the

traditional seminary experience,
with this new model of theological
training for priesthood we are able

to provide locally an academically rigorous education, the
formation opportunities found in residential seminaries, and
the equivalent of a concurrent curacy with some of our own
exceptional clergy and lay leaders. Two of our three Ohio/
Bexley Seabury Low Residency M. Div. students are here at this
Convention, Anna Risch and Steve Ashby. Please don’t hesitate
to speak with them about what they are doing. It should be noted

that this and the curacy program in which Kelly Aughenbaugh is
participating are supported by funds raised through the Bishop’s
Annual Appeal.

As we have for 200 years, the Diocese
of Ohio is once again, by engaging
its diocesan staff, parish clergy, and
vital congregations, exercising a
leadership role in addressing the
future of the church’s response to
God’s mission. In this partnership,
we and the Bexley Seabury
Seminary Federation are modeling
a new and sustainable alternative
for quality theological training and
formation for Holy Orders, meeting
a number of the challenges and needs
of our changing church. For the right
students, it will make theological education
accessible and will more deeply integrate the gifts
and common mission of both the Seminary and the Diocese.

With this 200th Convention of the Diocese of Ohio, we begin
our bicentennial year, the first such celebration for any diocese
beyond the thirteen colonies. As I have written to you previously,
this is an opportunity to take stock of whence we have come and
what we have done over the last 200 years, in order to inform
and direct our ministry as the body of Christ moving forward.
The celebrations of the Church are always celebrations of what
is yet to be. They point us always toward the future, toward
what God is waiting to do with us. In the liturgies for baptism,
confirmation, ordination, and matrimony, and whenever we
renew our baptismal covenant, we are always asked, “Will
you..” not “Have you...?” And so in this bicentennial year, we
ask ourselves and one another, “What will we do?” “What does
God need us to become?”

The Bicentennial Committee, chaired by Bishop Arthur and
Lynnette Williams and the Reverends Gay and Albert Jennings,
and supported by Diocesan Archivist Brian Wilbert and his staff
colleagues Laura Hnat and Jessica Rocha, have created a number
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of vehicles by which to help us explore and answer these questions.
They have already asked every parish to write and submit a
bicentennial prayer, as we together beseech God to inspire us
with a new urgency for God’s mission and a new clarity about our
several and unique ways of living that out in the century to come.
More than two-thirds of our parishes have already sent theirs
in, and when the others arrive (submitted soon to Bill Powel!)
they will be put into a booklet so that each of us, individually and
collectively, can pray for the other throughout the coming year
and beyond.

Tomorrow afternoon we will commission Bicentennial
Missioners, appointed in every parish, to facilitate congregational
efforts to capture a vision of a future we can all share, one built
upon the ministries of every congregation and communicant.
They will help each of us imagine “What is your 200?” as a way
of identifying new or increased disciplines of prayer, service,
giving, advocating, and inviting. For some it might be increasing
to 200% their current average Sunday attendance by improving
the attendance of current communicants and inviting others to
come to church with them. For a youth group it might be 200
hours of raking leaves for seniors in their community. For a
feeding program it might be serving another 200 meals per day or
week or month. For a parish it might be 200 communicant visits
to the Cathedral over the course of the year, as it celebrates its
200th anniversary as a congregation. Its bicentennial exhibition
on display in the Gallery at Trinity Commons is worth the trip
alone. For a Mission Area or the Diocese as a collective body it
might be 200 trees for Bellwether Farm, or 200 chickens, or 200
volunteer hours building a barn or cabin. For families it might be
reading 200 scripture passages during this year and talking about
what they mean to each person. For an individual it might be
developing and keeping current a list of 200 things for which to
pray. For each of us it might be telling 200 people why church is
important to us and offering to pick them up on Sunday!

The first Episcopal cleric to minister regularly in Ohio was the
Rev. Joseph Doddridge of Pennsylvania, who began providing
worship services in Steubenville in the 1790’s. Among his many
accomplishments was a book he published in 1813 entitled A
Treatise on the Culture of Bees. Most of you will not be surprised
to know how much that pleases me. St. John Chrysostom wrote,
“The bee is more honored than other animals, not because she
labors, but because she labors for others” One of the many
fascinating things that worker bees do when they return to the
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hive laden with pollen is communicate with the other bees to
indicate the location of the food source. They do what beekeepers
call the “waggle dance” The dance traces a small figure-eight, in
which they waggle only during the middle section of the eight,
and always in the same direction. The angle of that line in relation
to the vertical perpendicular of the frame is the angle of flight
in relation to the direction of the sun that the other bees must
fly. You may find it interesting to learn that scientists refer to
the waggle dance as “evangelization.” In sharing the good news
about where the food source is, the bees are evangelizing. And
the vitality of the hive depends upon it.

So it is with us. The vitality not only of our congregations but
of our human society and our earthly habitat depends upon our
sharing the good news about the source of spiritual, moral, and
social nourishment with all. The children of God hunger deeply
for this. Note that our central sacramental act is a meal. It is our
vocation as the body of Christ to show the way, as did Christ
Jesus who is the way, the truth, and the life. That is the purpose of
evangelization, so that souls which hunger for justice, freedom,
and hope might be fed by God'’s love, the true bread of life.

Finally, we begin this bicentennial year in a time of great global
unrest and national division. At the end of an historically
hostile and divisive electoral season, one thing was certain, that
whatever the outcome, half of the country would be profoundly
disappointed and feel disenfranchised.

The greatest challenge of this election cycle lies before us. It is the
hard work of reconciliation, reconciliation with some who may
not be much interested in reconciling, and to whom we may not
always much want to be reconciled. But that is what God expects
of us. Before each of us in this country divided by fear and anger
is the work of reclaiming our commitment to the other, our
responsibility for the other, and our love of the other. That is our
calling as disciples of Jesus. Every one of us is up to the task, not
because of who we are, but because of who God is. The kingdom
of heaven is always near; it is our responsibility to show the way.

Know that it remains a singular privilege to stand with you at the
threshold of our third century as the Diocese of Ohio, opening
our hearts and lives to all that God is calling us to be.

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
XI Bishop of Ohio



Diocesan Trustee
one lay or clergy (5-yr. term)
o The Rev. Jan Smith Wood

Standing Committee
one lay and one clergy (4-yr. term)
o Mr. Greg Daniels
o The Rev. Christopher McCann

Diocesan Council
two lay and two clergy (3-yr. term)
o Mr. Raymond Cox
o Ms. Anna Risch
 The Rev. Shawn Dickerson
« The Rev. Rose Ann Lonsway

ECS Development Council
three lay and one clergy (3-yr. term) and one
lay (2-yr. unexpired term)

o Mr. Stephen Ashby

o Ms. Chari Hettinger

o Ms. Mary Shepherd

o Mr. Drew Gittins (2-yr. term)

o The Rev. Daniel Orr

Diocesan Disciplinary Board
one lay and three clergy (3-yr. term, clergy
ordained at least 5 yrs.) and one-clergy
(2-yr unexpired term)

o Mr. Brent Howard

o The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett

o The Rev. Albert Jennings

« The Rev. David Kendall-Sperry

o The Rev. Dr. Paul Board (2-yr. term)

General Convention Deputy
four lay and four clergy (3-yr. term)
o Ms. Diane Audrick Smith
e Ms. Jane Freeman
o Mr. William Powel
e Mr. James Simon
o The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett
« The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings
« The Rev. Evan Fischer
o The Rev. Percy Grant

Cathedral Chapter
one lay and one clergy (2-year term)
e Ms. Jacqueline Acho
o The Rev. Daniel Schoonmaker

Parishes Celebrating Bicentennials

St. James, Boardman kicked off its 200th
anniversary on June 20, 2009 with the Rev.
Kelly Marshall and concluded the celebration
with an Episcopal visit from The Rt. Rev.
Mark Hollingsworth on November 20, 2009.
This date was chosen in recognition of the
organization of The Episcopal Society of

; ' Boardman, Canfield, and Poland by Joseph
Platt LayReader and Judge Turhand Kirtland on June 20, 1809. Nearly eight years
later, on March 23, 1817, the Rev. Roger Searle visited Boardman, reorganized
the parish, and officially named it St. James. Their first church building was then
consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Philander Chase on August 23, 1817.

St. Peter's, Ashtabula bicentennial celebration
took place on September 25, 2016 with the
Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Williams, Jr. presiding.
Zadoc Mann first began leading Episcopal
worship services in Ashtabula back in 1813.
The parish was officially organized on
September 26, 1816. On February 19, 1817,
the parish formally adopted the constitution

of the Episcopal Church and was given the name St Peter’s by the Rev. Roger
Searle. Their first church building was consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Philander
Chase on August 15, 1817.

Trinity Cathedral celebrated its bicentennial
on November 6, 2016 with the Very Rev.
Tracey Lind presiding and the Rt. Rev.
Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. preaching. The
Cathedral also celebrated with a choral
evensong on November 9, featuring newly
commissioned music for the choir. Bishop
= Hollingsworth presided at this celebration.
- As part of the bicentennial celebration, the
Cathedral is hosting a national speaker series in honor of its bicentennial titled
“A Future that Belongs to Us All” in partnership with Cleveland State University,
The City Club of Cleveland, ideastream, and The Diocese of Ohio. (Details can
be found at trinitycleveland.org.) Trinity has also launched a capital campaign
to help usher in its third century of ministry. This congregation got its start on
November 9, 1816 when seven Clevelanders gathered at the home of Phineas
Shepherd to commit to organize as an Episcopal parish and elect a vestry. Trinity
Parish, Cleveland was “officially” organized by the Rev. Roger Searle March 2,
1817. Trinity's first church building was consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Philander
Chase on August 12, 1817. Construction on the Cathedral began in 1901 and did
not conclude until 1907. You can learn more about Trinity's history through a
display in The Gallery at Trinity Commons.

St. Paul's, Medina will celebrate its 200th year in 2017.  [{
St. Paul’s was organized by the Rev. Roger Searle on :
March 11, 1817. The original church building, a log
cabin built by parish members, burned down in 1818.
The Rt. Rev. Charles P. Mcllvaine consecrated the new
church building on July 11, 1837.




Pre-diocesan History (1789 - 1817)

1808

General Convention
increases the number
of authorized hymns
allowed in services
from 27 to 57

CoMMON PRAYER,

Our pre-diocesan history must begin with the consecration Ao ApwmisTaaTion of e
of the Right Reverend Samuel Seabury on November 14,

1784 by Bishops of the Scottish Episcopal Church. His
consecration makes him the first American bishop. In 1785
the name Protestant Episcopal Church is chosen. Then in
1787 the Right Reverends Samuel Provost and William White
are made bishops by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 1789 is a
red letter year not only because the first General Convention
takes place in Philadelphia (which established the House of
Deputies and authorizes the first American Prayer Book) but
also because the Episcopal Church comes to Ohio with the first regular Prayer
Book services being read by Col. Ebenezer Battelle in Marietta, Ohio. The 1789
Prayer Book contains only 27 authorized hymns. This is followed by regular
Prayer Book services being held in Cincinnati by the Rev. Jackson Kemper in 1792
and in Cleveland by the Rev. Seth Hart and in Steubenville by the Rev. Dr. Joseph
Doddridge in 1796.

1816
September 26 - St. Peter Ashtabula organized

1809

June 20 - Episcopal October 21 - St. John’s, Worthington, first attempt at an

Society of Boardman organizational convention to establish an Episcopal Diocese
established by Joseph “in the Western Country” and select a “suitable person for
Platt, Lay Reader and the Bishop.” Clergy and lay representatives from churches/
Judge Turhand Kirtland | mission in the Western Reserve did not attend

1817

1818

January 5 - The Episcopal Diocese of
Ohio organized in Columbus at the
home of Dr. Lincoln Goodale. Only
the Reverends Philander Chase and
Roger Searle are present to represent
the clergy in the state

February 18 - Fifty-three women
from Ashtabula, Boardman,

Canfield, Cleveland, Columbia
Station, Ravenna, and Niles meet in
Boardman to form “The Female Tract
Society of Boardman Canfield and
the Connecticut Western Reserve”

June 3 & 4 - Worthington - Special
“Central Ohio” Convention.
Philander Chase unanimously elected
bishop. He is elected without a salary
and supported himself by farming
and teaching

St. John, Cuyahoga Falls organized

1803 1813

I|1817

Philander Chase
(1819-1831)

February 16 - The Rev. Roger Searle arrives in Ashtabula

Ohio is the 17th state Regular Prayer Book

admitted to the Union services held in
Ashtabula by Zadoc
Mann, Lay Reader

1776

Declaration of Independence

by the American colonies

1804

and on February 19, Ash Wednesday, St Peter’s formally
adopts the Constitution of the Episcopal Church and is
named by Searle

March 2 - Trinity Parish, Cleveland “officially” organized
by the Rev. Roger Searle

March 11 - St. Paul, Medina organized by the Rev. Roger
Searle

March 16 - The Rev. Philander Chase arrives at Conneaut
Creek having traveled by horse-drawn sleigh from
Buffalo, NY to Erie, PA across the frozen lake. He travels
the rest of the way by horse and holds his first worship
service “although there was not an Episcopalian in the
place”

March 23 - St. James, Boardman “formally” organized and named by the Rev.
Roger Searle

April 2 - Provisional Convention held in Windsor Township at home of
the Honorable Solomon Griswold where the Rev. Roger Searle is elected to
represent Episcopalians in Ohio at the 1817 General Convention

May 20 - General Convention meets at Trinity Church, NY with Rev. Roger
Searle as a member of the House of Deputies representing Episcopal interests in
Ohio (although he was canonically resident in the Diocese of Connecticut)

May 22 - The House of Bishops, meeting at General Convention, adopts a
resolution allowing a diocese to be formed and a bishop elected in the state of
Ohio. Ohio is the first diocese outside of the original 13 colonies

Absalom Jones is the first African American

priest ordained in the Episcopal Church




1819

February 11 - The Right
Rev. Philander Chase is
consecrated at St. James
Episcopal Church in
Philadelphia, the 18th
Bishop in the American
Succession of Bishops

St. Paul, Steubenville
organized

= 1520

|1820

St. Paul, Norwalk

organized

1824

January 17 - An appeal is published
for “The Ohio Project” The goal is to
build a seminary to train priests for
mission and parochial work in Ohio

St. James, Painesville organized

Bishop Chase sails to England where
he meets with “high churchmen” as
well as “evangelicals” Lords Gambier,
Kenyon, and Bexley, as well as
Hannah More and Lady Rosse secure
funding for Bishop Chase amounting
to $30,000

1825

Classes held at Bishop Chase’s
farm in Worthington. The school
opened with one student but by
the end of the year had twenty-
five pupils including five Native
Americans

September 19 - Bishop Chase
consecrates St. James, Cross
Creek—the first consecrated
church building in Ohio
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1826

January - The Theological
School, formerly known as “The
Ohio Project,” will include a
course of study for the Liberal
Arts and will become known as
Kenyon College

Kenyon moves from Worthington to Gambier.
Chase was his own forester, architect and
builder. Chase constructs his own sawmill,
flour mill, and printing press

1829

August 12 - Philander
Chase consecrates Trinity
Church, Cleveland

St. Paul, Mt. Vernon
organized

August 15 - Philander
Chase consecrates St.
Peter, Ashtabula

Harcourt Parish,
Gambier organized

August 23 - Philander
Chase consecrates St.
James, Boardman
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|1830
The Gambier Observer is first
published “devoted to the interest of
Religion in the Episcopal Church”

1830
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Abolitionists start the Underground Railroad




1831

September 9 - Chase offers his
resignation to the delegates attending
the Diocesan Convention in Gambier.
He was Bishop of Ohio, Rector

of Harcourt Parish in Gambier,
President of the Theological Seminary
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the Diocese of Ohio, Fire Chief and
Postmaster of Gambier. The Trustees
and faculty of the school eventually
forced the Bishop to decide between
being overseer of the Diocese or
Overseer of Kenyon College. He

1833

St. Timothy,

chose neither. On September 10, Massillon
Philander Chase packs up his family organized
and leaves Gambier

St. James,
September 10 - Charles Mcllvaine is Wooster
elected the 2nd Bishop of Ohio organized

Charles Pettit

Mcllvaine

(1832-1873)
1832

October 31 - Mcllvaine is

November - Bishop Mcllvaine
visits Ohio. Clergy in the Diocese
which comprises the entire state

consecrated Bishop at St. Paul’s
Chapel, New York, NY, the 28th
Bishop in the American Succession

1835
St. Paul, Akron
organized

Grace Church,
Sandusky
organized

Christ Church,
Kent organized

1834
St. Paul,
Marion
organized

1836
St. Stephen, East
Liverpool organized

1837
Trinity Church,
Toledo organized

Christ Church,
Huron organized

St. Paul, Maumee
organized

St. Andrew, Elyria
organized

1840

Christ Church, Warren
organized

Historic St. John, Ohio
City organized. It is the
first church building west

of the Cuyahoga River
and the oldest church

of Ohio-7 (including the Bishop)

Consecrated Churches-6

1833

Oberlin College opens - first co-ed
college in the U.S. and first to admit
African American students

1835

The Oxford Movement (Anglo-

Catholic) begins in England of the Diocese of Illinois

building in Cleveland in
continuous use

Philander Chase is elected Bishop

1841
St. Mark,
Sidney
organized

1843-1850
Battle between the
Evangelicals and Tractarians

(low church vs. high church)

1843

Bexley Hall, the theological
school at Kenyon College, is
completed in Gambier

Bishop McIlvaine moves

to Cincinnati to focus on
church growth. He is revered
as a good administrator and
a good preacher; he travels

1849

around Ohio on horseback, St. Paul,
by stage, by canal boat, and Bellevue
railroad car organized

|1840

Diocesan Convention

gives the Bishop a
salary of $2000

Diocesan Convention

divides the Diocese
of Ohio up into six
missionary districts

1842 1846

Bishop McIlvaine travels St. Paul,
to England to secure Cleveland
additional funding for Heights
Kenyon College organized

St. Paul, Fremont organized

Christ Church,
Hudson organized

1849

Colored National
Convention, one of many,
is held in Cleveland.
Topics include jobs, race
relations, and the chances
of returning to Africa

1844

Philander Chase
becomes Presiding
Bishop, by seniority

1848

Seneca Falls Convention drafts
Declaration of Sentiments
favoring women’s rights

|




1855
St. John the Evangelist,
Napoleon organized

Grace Church,
Defiance organized

Christ Church,
Oberlin organized

Old Trinity, Tiffin
organized

* 1850

1850 - 1860 [1857

Rev. Dr. James A. Bolles and
Trinity Parish in Cleveland
established the Trinity

Historic St.
John'’s serves as
a station on the

1859

Gregory Thorston Bedell
is elected Assistant Bishop
of Ohio

October 13 - Bedell is
consecrated Bishop at
St. Paul, Richmond, VA,
the 67th Bishop in the
American Succession

Our Savior, Salem organized

St. John,
Youngstown organized

1860

1860

Trinity Church,
Lisbon organized

underground
railroad

Church Home for the Sick
and Friendless on Scovill

June 5 - Diocesan
Convention meets
for first time during
the Civil War. Both

Bishops preach
sermons promoting
loyalty to the Union
while urging Ohio
clergy to stay out of
politics

Bishop McIlvaine
secretly visits England
at the behest of
President Abraham
Lincoln to smooth out
ruffled feathers over
“the Trent Affair”

1865

Bishop Mcllvaine during his
address to the Diocesan
Convention gives thanks for

1867

At the Diocesan
Convention, Bishop
Mcllvaine announces a

Jubilee Year in celebration of

the 50th anniversary of the

Diocese of Ohio. All church

debts are to be declared
“extinct.” The Jubilee
Committee, appointed by
Bishop Mcllvaine, begins a
discussion on establishing
an endowment for the
Episcopate in Ohio. Both
Bishops continue to preach
against “Ritualism”

1869

the end of the war and declares

1870
Grace Church,
Willoughby
organized

Bl e ————

1871

St. Paul, All Saints,
Canton Parma
organized organized

1873

The “low church” vs. “high church”
dispute resurfaces between
Evangelicals and Tractarians which
resulted in the resignation of the
president and faculty of Bexley Hall
soon followed by the students

March 12 - Bishop Charles P.
Mcllvaine dies in Florence, Italy
after an episcopate lasting 41 years.
His body lies in state at Westminster
Abbey in London on its way back

to the U.S.A. Burial takes place in
Clifton Springs, OH

Diocesan Convention votes to
appoint a committee representative
of the different parts of the diocese
be appointed to consider the
division of the diocese

Gregory Thurstan
Bedell (1873-1889)

1873

March 12 - Gregory T. Bedell

Avenue (which later becomes
the Diocesan Church home)

1858

Oberlin Wellington Rescue

1857

1853

U.S. Supreme Court

1861-65

“Human Slavery- (God be praised)
is, by all acknowledgment dead”

Bishop Bedell reflects on hearing
of President Lincoln’s assassination
while presiding at services at St.
Paul, Fremont and quotes
from Lincoln’s Second
Inaugural Address “With
charity towards all, with
malice to none, doing the
right, so far as God gives
us to know the right, let
us strive to finish the
work we are in”

Bishop McIlvaine
presides over a public
memorial service in
Cleveland’s Public
Square after President
Lincoln’s assassination

Grace Church, Ravenna organized

1868

The Alienated-American,
1st African-American

hands down the “Dred
Scott Decision” denying

During the American Civil War,

Southern Episcopal dioceses

newspaper, published

1850

The Compromise of
1850 (including the
Fugitive Slave Act)

|

citizenship to African
Americans in court cases

1856

The Protestant Episcopal Society for
Promoting the Episcopal Church
Among Colored People is founded
by the Right Rev. James T. Holly

| I

join the Protestant Episcopal
Church of the Confederate
States of America, but are
welcomed back after war ends.

Other Christian denominations

CXPCTiCnCC ]()ng term Splltb
lasting 100 plus years

Bishop McIlvaine attends the
first Lambeth Conference in
Lambeth, England.

1865

Slavery ended, first by the

Emancipation Proclamation, then
by the 13th Amendment

President Lincoln’s assassination

|

becomes the 3rd Bishop of Ohio

1871

Order of deaconesses is

revived in the Anglican

Communion

1870

15th Amendment guaranteeing
black suffrage is ratified

First Vatican Council

Society of St. John the

Evangelist established in Boston

|

1873

Evangelical, "low church"-
oriented Reformed
Episcopal Church is
founded in NYC
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1876

Bishop Bedell appoints Austin
W. Mann, a deaf mute, as a
layreader, ordaining him as a
deacon in 1877

Bishop Bedell requests that
all clergy preach an historical
sermon on Thanksgiving Day

about the parishes in which 1887
they serve. These sermons are July - Church Life debuts
gathered and bound in five as the diocesan newspaper
volumes which help tell the replacing the Gambier
1874 story of the Episcopal Church Observer and the Western
June 24 - The in Ohio from 1816 - 1876. 1885 Episcopalian
Convention of the Bishop Bedell’s wife, Julia, Bishop Bedell appoints first
Diocese of Ohio creates assists the Bishop with this Diocesan “Archdeacon” the Diocesan Convention
a Board of Trustees for task of remembrance and gifts Rev. Albert B. Nicholas to authorizes the annual canvass
endowment funds and the diocese with a large leather 1879 1881 oversee mission work of parishes in the diocese
other such property of bound book in which to record Trinity Church, Trinity Church, to provide for the Episcopal
the Church diocesan history Coshocton organized Findlay organized St. Paul, Oregon organized Endowment Fund

1880

1875 1877 1880 1884 1886 1888

The Woman’s Auxiliary is Bishop Bedell recommends The Rev. Dr. Brown of Trinity Trinity, Cleveland St. Luke, Trinity Church,

formed (precursor of the ECW)  that in every parish there Parish, Cleveland gathers five purchases property Cleveland Alliance organized
should be an annual sermon ~ women together to “be responsible  at the southeastern organized

Ohio divides into two dioceses  on the episcopacy with for the care of the altar, vestments, corner of Euclid January - Bishop Bedell
collections taken annually to  and decorat of the church on Avenue and East 22nd calls for the election of
promote the establishment Festival Days” thereby creating Street as the site of the an Assistant Bishop
of an Episcopal Endowment  the first known Altar Guild in the future cathedral
Fund to provides for Diocese of Ohio

the work of the Bishop-
including the Bishops salary

Diocesan Women's Auxiliary
holds first annual meeting.

Bishop Bedell proposes
a “Missionary Cathedral
System” (a.k.a build a
cathedral)

Church of the Ascension,
Lakewood organized

1876

American Centennial Celebration

Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone

1877 1885

1874 Thomas Edison invents the phonograph 1880 C e T
he House of Bishops adopts the

and then two years later invents the

'.\VIU\cmbel Th:, A% omcns. Uirlstmn. electric light bulb In F,ng]m.ui, colorf.u] : high ch.ul d) Chicago Quadn]‘\ﬁtcm] W hid] is i 1 8 88

Temperance Union holds its first national ceremonial worship is replacing “low- approved by the General Convention

convention and formalizes or founds the | Girl’s Friendly Society founded in church” long sermons and drabness. The | of 1886 and also adopted by the George Eastman perfects
organization in Cleveland, Ohio Lowell Massachusetts reserve sacrament is reintroduced Lambeth Conference in 1888 the “Kodak” box camera

|




William Andrew Leonard
(1889-1930)

1890

Church of the Diocese

in the diocese

St. Alban, Cleveland
Heights organized

e ]

1889

May 15 - Annual Convention
elects the Rev. William -
Andrew Leonard as Bishop T

on the first ballot. Leonard
accepts at once, claiming

it to be “the plain will and
direction of the Holy Ghost”

Episcopal Endowment Fund
exceeds $15,000

October 12 - Bishop Leonard is consecrated at
St. Thomas Church, New York, NY, the 151st
Bishop in the American Succession

St. Luke, Niles organized

October 18 - Bishop Bedell resigns the
Episcopacy of Ohio

October 18 - William Andrew Leonard
becomes the 4th Bishop of Ohio by virtue of
Bishop Bedell’s resignation

Brotherhood of St. Andrew, a men’s
organization, revived

1889 - 1899

Clergy adopt wearing
colored stoles, vested
choirs (including men and
boys, women and girls)
leading music in parishes
becomes “the norm”

1889

James De Koven, a priest, of
Nashotah House Seminary asserts
that it is all right for the U.S.
Church to have candles on the
altar, incense and genuflections

1889 - 1890

Ingathering $2188.65

St. Andrew, Toledo organized

March - Trinity Parish in
Cleveland named the Cathedral

May - William Andrew Leonard
addresses annual convention for
the first time as Bishop, by
which time he had already
visited every parish and mission

1892

May 11 - Bishop Bedell
enters the church triumphant
and is buried in the Kenyon
College Cemetery

Trinity, Cleveland transfers
ownership of The Home for
the Sick and Friendless to the
Diocese and it is renamed
“The Church Home”

1891

First Girl's Friendly Society chapter
forms in Ohio

1894

By action of

First Daughters of the King chapter
formed in the Diocese at Grace
Church, Cleveland

St. Andrew,
Cleveland organized.
Among its founding
members is John P.
Green, “the father of
Labor Day;” the first
black Justice of the
Peace in Cleveland,
and the first black
State Senator

William Hilary Coston is the first
African American clergyman
employed in the Diocese of

Ohio. He is in charge of St.
Andrew’s Mission in Cleveland.

He is canonically a resident in the
diocese, but not entitled to vote in
convention. Coston was ordained
deacon at Trinity Cathedral on
January 18, 1891 by Bishop Leonard

J. W. Johnson from St. Andrew,
Cleveland is the first African
American to serve as lay delegate to
diocesan convention

United Thank Offering is formed. Total

Convention, ground
work is laid for “The
Church Sunday

School Association”

1895 1898

Church of Our Trinity Church,
Saviour, Akron New Philadelphia
organized organized

1896
St. Thomas, Port
Clinton organized

1899

Charles F. Schweinfurth,
who designed the Church
Home for Samuel Mather, is
the architect of the proposed
Trinity Cathedral

St. Stephen,
Steubenville organized

Samuel L. Mather May 7 - The Rev. Asa

builds “Mather Hall” on  Appleton Abbot becomes

the Trinity propertyat ~ Archdeacon

the corner of Prospect

Avenue and East 22nd A summer conference is

Street to house the held in Gambier, Ohio for

Church Home the spiritual formation of
“Laymen”

1897

Bishop Leonard attends the Lambeth
Conference in England (and Queen
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee)

1896

U.S. Supreme Court hands down the
Plessy v Ferguson decision which legalizes
segregation (Equal but Separate doctrine)

|




1909
Christ Church, Shaker Heights
organized

1901

Church of the 1902
Redeemer, Lorain St. Andrew
organized Barberton organized

== 1300

|1900
Archdeacon Abbot
proposes a “voluntary

1903
May 12 - Bishop
Leonard with the assistance

pledge” system to replace  of Presiding Bishop
“the apportionment” Tuttle lays the cornerstone
system to fund diocesan  for Trinity Cathedral

missionary work
All Saints, Toledo organized

1906

1907
September 24 - Trinity
Cathedral consecrated

St. Peter,
Lakewood organized

1908

St. Andrew, St. John the The Very Rev. Frank
Akron Baptist, Bowling DuMoulin D.D., Dean
organized Green organized of Trinity Cathedral, is

St. Augustine,

Youngstown
organized

1901

UTO Ingathering at the General Convention
reaches an unprecedented $100,000

1910

St. John’s Orphanage founded
in Cleveland before being
moved to Painesville under
the care of the Sisters of

1914

the Community of the January 8 - Bishop
Transfiguration DuMoulin

consecrated at
Bishop Leonard Fund Trinity Cathedral,
established to celebrate the the 268th Bishop in
20th Anniversary of the the American

Succession, and
takes up residence
in Toledo

Bishop’s consecration. 5,669
persons contributed more
than $40,000

|1913

elected Bishop Coadjutor

General Convention
establishes “The Church

Pension Fund”

L.i g auxih’_%:.
[ PR N o ¥

.

The NAACP is founded by
W. E. B. du Bois (who was an
Episcopalian)

1914 - 1918
World War I: U.S.
involvement limited
to the last year

1913

The Community Chest (forerunner of the
United Way) is founded in Cleveland

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution creates

I

“the income tax”

1915

Bishop DuMoulin suggests
that the diocese be divided
into nine different regions:
Toledo, Lima, Sandusky,
Mansfield, Akron,
Youngstown, Ohio River,
Cleveland, and Lake

1916

May 7 - Trinity Cathedral is
incorporated and Diocesan
canons are amended to receive
the cathedral organization into
the Diocese in union with the
convention

Sarah Louise Leonard dies and
is buried in the crypt at Trinity
Cathedral

1916

“The New Hymnal” approved by
General Convention and is the first
U.S. hymnal to include tunes




1924

Kenyon College celebrates its
centennial with a visit from Lord
Kenyon, the great grandson of the
nobleman for whom the college was
named. Samuel Mather has Leonard
Hall built to honor the 4th Bishop of
Ohio which is dedicated at the time
of Kenyon’s centennial celebration

Warren Lincoln Rogers
(1930 - 1938)

1930

June - 3rd Interracial Conference of Church Women

held in Oberlin, OH which urges local congregations to
“stand behind the work of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People”

November 17 - Bishop Rogers receives cope and mitre from
W. G. Mather for use in Trinity Cathedral “as the bishop

sees fit,” in advance of his “Enthronement Service” at Trinity

Cathedral on November 18

December 31 -Bishop Rogers meets with Diocesan Treasurer W. G.
Mather regarding the financial situation of the Diocese for 1931. Both
insist that the Diocesan budget must remain “in the black”” For the
remainder of his time as Bishop, Rogers modeled sacrificial giving and
living. He moved out of his apartment in the University Club and lived

1928 in a three room apartment on the second floor of church house next to
November - Bishop 1926 Church of the the cathedral. He cut his salary every year until it went from $10,000
DuMoulin resigns due St. Philip, Akron | Epiphany, Euclid to $5,000. Because of his servant leadership not once did the diocesan
to ill health organized organized budget go “into the red” during the Great Depression
= 1920 1330 R RS
1917 075 1927 1929 1931
Holy Cross House January 7 - The Very St. Christopher- Bishop Leonard January - Diocesan Department of Social
for Crippled and Rev. Warren Lincoln by-the-River, Gates  celebrates the 40th Services has as its sole agenda “action to the
Invalid Children Rogers D. D., Dean of Mills organized anniversary of alleviating of the problem of unemployment””
is formed in St. Paul’s Cathedral, his episcopate. To Among the suggestions is “urge a conscientious
Cleveland Detroit, is elected Bishop honor him, it is re-examination of personal standards of living
Coadjutor of Ohio. When hoped the Bishop and surrendering of luxuries in order that there
Church Life he is consecrated on April Leonard Fund may be more generous giving
ceases publication 13 at St. Paul’s Cathedral, endowment can S ~ tothose in need”
to save $200 Detroit, he becomes raise $1,000,000 : i
the 341st Bishop in the R e L ~ February - Department of
Cathedral Chapter American Succession May 14 - Diocesan L UNTILT R Social Service announces
established Convention changes the Board of Trustees v 2 " “Race Relation Sunday”
covronn oy | to “The Trustees of the Diocese of Ohio” R 4
St. Matthew, o :  March 31 - The first
Toledo organized =T September 21 - After an Episcopate lasting @ - publication of George Franklin
just over 40 years, Bishop Leonard dies ' Smythe’s A History of The
kv while visiting Kenyon in Gambier and is 4 - Diocese of Ohio Until the Year
= buried in Trinity Cathedral next to his wife, .- i 1918 is available to parishes at
Sarah. Warren Lincoln Rogers becomes the ) ; the Diocesan Convention on
== | 5thBishop of Ohio May 5. Cost: $3.00
November - A new Diocesan Stewardship May - Through the benevolence of his last will
campaign “Every Member Canvass” is and testament, Bishop and Mrs. Leonard’s home
announced with the scriptural theme at 3054 Euclid Avenue becomes the Holy Cross
“according to ability” Home for Crippled Children

1919

18th Amendment outlaws alcoholic
beverages

19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
guarantees womenss suffrage

1918

September 29 - Thomas Demby
consecrated as Suffragan Bishop of
Arkansas and the Southwest Providence,
the first African American man to be so
consecrated with jurisdiction of in the USA

1918 - 1919

Great Influenza Epidemic

|

St. Hubert, Kirtland Hills organized

The NY Stock
Market Exchange 1930
Crash, symbolic The Episcopal Church has 6,304 clergy and

beginning of the 1,939,453 baptized members
Great Depression

928 July - Bishop Rogers attends the Lambeth Conference
The revised Book of Common Prayer includes language
updates and a new translation of the Psalms. “Love, honor,
and obey” is dropped from the brides’s vows in the service of
Holy Matrimony.

UTO Ingather breaks $1,000,000 (Ohio’s share is $21,320)

| I




1934

Bishop Rogers appoints a
commission to investigate
the advisability of
admitting women to
membership on vestries of
the Episcopal Churches in
the Diocese of Ohio

1936

Joint Investment Fund
stands at 44 accounts
valued at $500,000

1932

Gambier Summer
Conference is $27.50
(inclusive of room, board
and lectures) for 10 days
of spiritual formation
embracing Bible, personal
religion, and social service

1935 1937

May 1 - Diocesan
Assessment for each parish
is $4.00, payable in four
quarterly installments

arranges

May - Joint Investment
Fund started by the
Trustees of the Diocese
Church Life ceases
publication due to

the Depression and is
replaced by occasional
Bishop’s Newsletters on
mimeographed paper

June 10 - Founders day for
Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA). It is the day Robert
Holbrook “Dr. Bob” Smith
achieved sobriety in

Akron, Ohio. Dr. Bob was

a communicant at St. Paul,
Akron and was buried from

Bishop Rogers makes 208
official visits to 89 parishes.
“40 of those visits were
with vestries or groups of
parishes trying to meet the
present difficulties”

there in 1950

N/

1936

Social Security Act passed

Olympic Games are held in Berlin

Jesse Owens wins four gold medals

The Field Department
of the Diocesan Council

pilgrimage to the General
Convention meeting in
Cincinnati

1938

May - Church Life resumes
publication. Bishop Rogers calls for
the election of a bishop coadjutor

May 24 - Beverly Dandridge
Tucker is elected Bishop Coadjutor
at a special convention held in
Trinity Cathedral. When he is
consecrated at St. Paul, Richmond,
VA on September 28, he becomes
the 409th Bishop in the

American Succession

October 10 - Bishop Rogers resigns
due to ill health and Beverly
Dandridge Tucker becomes the
6th Bishop of Ohio

1941

Diocesan Convention
welcomes the Presiding
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Henry

St. George Tucker, who is the
brother of the Bishop of Ohio

1939

Bishop Leonard Capital
Fund assets are $465,248

November 6 - Bishop Warren
Lincoln Rogers dies at Kokosing,
in Gambier, Ohio

|l e

|1940

January - Bishop Tucker identifies
four diocesan objectives: Christian
Education, Christian Social Relations,
Promotions (Communications), and
Mission (home and abroad)

Beverly Dandridge
Tucker (1938-1952)

a bus trip/

October 16 - Episcopal Church Flag
adopted by General Convention and a
new hymnal is approved

1939

Marian Anderson sings on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial instead of inside

1941

December 7 -
bombed. USA and Britain declare
war on Japan. Japanese Americans
are moved to Relocation camps.
The Manhattan Project of intensive

Constitution Hall Pearl Harbor is

1940 - 1945

‘World War IT

atomic research begins

1940

General Convention adopts the theme “Go Forward In Service” as a 10 year
theme based on “the world situation which presses heavily upon the mind and

1938

40 hour work week
established in USA

soul of every loyal Christian today..”

The Episcopal Church has 6,335 clergy and 2,171,562 baptized members

|




1942

Proposed Insignia for the 54th
Triennial General Convention of
PECUSA features Philander Chase
riding his horse Cincinnatus

Church Life publishes an “Honor
Roll” for those serving in the
Armed Forces from Episcopal
Churches in Ohio

Due to the war effort, the Diocese
of Ohio plans for a simplified
General Convention to be held in
Cleveland in 1943. The Diocese of
Ohio will foot the bill for most of
the costs associated with hosting
this convention

1944

April - Church Life gives a
wrap up of the Nationwide
Church’s Forward-in-
Service including the call

to “Go Forward Toward
International and Interracial
Understanding”

November - The Diocese

of Ohio reconsiders how to
reintegrate returning veterans
into the life of their home
parishes and how to revitalize
worship and fellowship of
the churches to which the
veterans will return

1946

April - Church Life publishes an anonymous article
titled “A.A’s Challenge to the Church”

June - Church Life promotes the first Diocesan Youth
Conference since the U.S. entered WWIL. It will be
held at Camp YAKEWTI, 12 milies south of Ashtabula,
from August 25-30. Each parish can send up to five
delegates

August 30 - The Diocese of Ohio’s Convention of
Young Churchmen takes place. Each parish is entitled
to two delegates

General Convention adopts “The Presiding Bishop’s
Fund for World Relief” Ohio Episcopalians
contribute $13,167.55

At General Convention, Elizabeth
Dyer, from Missouri, is the first ;
woman to be seated in the House % -
of Deputies—though she is seated

as a “Layman”

The Diocese of Ohio is

represented at the National Youth

Convention in Philadelphia by Janice Smith of Toledo,
Bob Frere of Mansfield, and the Rev. Murray Kenney
of St. Andrew, Akron

1950

May 9 - The Rev. John Harris Burt
installed as the Rector of

St. John’s, Youngstown.

1951

The Diocesan House at 2241 Prospect
Avenue in Cleveland (formerly the
Trinity Cathedral Dean’s Manse) is
the nerve center of the diocese

January - William G. Mather
retires after serving as Treasurer of
the Diocese and a Member of the
Standing Committee for 55 years

1942

Trustees of the Diocese of Ohio
invest over $100,000 in

U.S. War Savings Bonds

The Army Air Force
Meteorology Program takes over
the campus of Kenyon College

1943

June - Ohio Department of Christian
Social Relations helps relocate
Americans of Japanese descent “to
be placed in positions where their
skills and training can be used to the
best advantage”

Gambier Summer Conference
replaced, due to war, by an invitation
for youth of the diocese to help out
with “vacation church schools”

October - General Convention
is hosted by the Diocese of Ohio
in Cleveland

A resolution from the Woman’s
Auxiliary Triennial asks the Deputies
and Bishops in Cleveland to grant
women representation in the House
of Deputies. The General Convention

logo is adapted to show the effect of
such a request on Philander Chase
and Cincinnatus—they are shocked at
the prospect

UTO Ingathering at Cleveland’s

General Convention is $1,119,878.91
the largest in the history of the UTO

1944

June 6 - D-Day

1943

General Convention goers are informed that
66 Episcopal Church members are among the
6646 men in Conscientious Objector’s camps

1945

August- America drops
Bishops send “greetings” to Churchmen in
Japanese Relocation Camps

|

and Nagasaki

1945

|
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1947

Kenyon College and Diocesan Youth

Bexley Hall reopen Conference slated for

after WWII June 22 -28 at Camp
Y-Noah of the Akron
YM.CA.
St. Barnabas, Bay
Village organized

L i
FROGEAM in Ohio

T Sdth Delemaial
GENERAL CONVENTION

1949

May 19 - Rev. Dr. Nelson
Marigold Burroughs is elected
bishop coadjutor on the second
ballot at a special convention
held in Trinity Cathedral

May - William G. Mather,
Treasurer of the Diocese of
Ohio, is given the first ever
Philander Chase medal by
Kenyon College recognizing

of his long service to the church

June 5 - “Whitsunday”

Diocese of Ohio celebrates the
quadricentennial of the Book of
Common Prayer

June - Gambier Summer Youth
Conference and Gambier Adult

e

Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima

1946

General Convention, after 21 years
of study, adopts a new canon on
marriage permitting remarriage

after the lapse of one year between a
divorce, annulment, or dissolution by
a civil court

President Truman creates the Atomic
Energy Commission

Church Worker’s Conference meet together for the
first time

November 16 - Nelson Marigold Burroughs
consecrated as Bishop Coadjutor at Trinity
Cathedral, the 494th Bishop in the American
Succession

1950 - 1953

The Korean War

The Episcopal Church has 6,654 clergy and
2,540,548 baptized members

1948

June - First Lambeth Conference since 1930

National Council of the Episcopal Church agrees to take in
1200 war refugees; the Diocese of Ohio agrees to provide for
20 of these families

The Cleveland Indians win the World Series over Boston Red Sox

|




Nelson Marigold
Burroughs
(1952-1968)

1952

February 4 - Beverly Tucker
retires as Bishop of Ohio at the
age of 70. Nelson Burroughs
becomes the 7th Bishop of Ohio

Church of the Good Shepherd,
Lyndhurst organized

1953

June - Church Life celebrates the
150th anniversary of the State of
Ohio and the 135th of the Diocese
of Ohio with a commemorative
issue

Bishop Burroughs identifies a more
aggressive missionary policy, the
need for a new diocesan center and
a modest but adequately designed
building for diocesan purposes
with rooms for overnight guests

St. Michael’s in the Hills,
Toledo organized

1954

February - The Diocese adopts
“Builders for Christ” as directed
by General Convention to build
churches for congregations

that have been planted. Twelve
churches will be built between
1954 and 1968

St Mark, Canton organized

BUILDER S

for (T

1955

Regional meetings are

held in for the first time

in the 11 diocesan regions
prior to Convention: Lima,
Toledo, Sandusky, Mansfield,
Cleveland West, Cleveland
East, Akron, Canton, Lake,
Youngstown, and Ohio Valley

1956

St. Luke, Chardon organized

St. Bartholomew, Mayfield
Village organized

Directad by GEMERAL COMVENTION

1955

Correcting an oversight, Congress
officially recognizes Ohio’s statehood
establishing 1803 as the official date of
Ohio’s entry into the Union

1955

Ohio Turnpike completed

1957

October - The Rt. Rev.
Edward Thomas Demby, the
first African American to be
elected Bishop (Suffragan) of
the Episcopal Church, dies in
Cleveland where he had been
serving as an Assisting Bishop
in Ohio. Bishop Demby is
buried from Trinity Cathedral

St. Matthew, Ashland organized

St. Andrew, Mentor organized

1958

St. Mark, Wadsworth organized
St. Matthew, Brecksville organized

April 28 - More than 1,700
middle school students and
chaperones attend the first
Cathedral Pilgrimage

Church of the Advent,
Westlake organized

Trinity Cathedral

Joined -in the
3r|'n|'fy Gzl‘sdfm; ﬂfyﬁmﬂy

Saturday, April 26, 1958




1959

September - Bishop
Burroughs announces
$2,125,435.14 pledged
to the Episcopal
Advance Fund

1l

|1960

1960

January - First Boar’s Head Festival
at St. John, Youngstown

January 29 & 30 - First two-day
Convention since 1949

July - Cedar Hills, located on
76 acres near Painsville, OH on
Vrooman Road just south of
North South Freeway (Route
90), is officially revealed as the
Diocesan Conference Center

July 1 - New Diocesan
Headquarters officially opens at
2230 Euclid Avenue

July 1 - The Rev. David C.
Bowman becomes the assistant at
Church of the Epiphany, Euclid.

November - The Rev. Dr. C.
Ronald Garmey becomes the
first Canon to the Ordinary in
The Diocese of Ohio

1960

February - Four African American
students sat down at a “whites-only”
‘Woolworth lunch counter in Greensboro,
NC and refused to leave which defines the
struggle for civil rights

The Episcopal Church has 9,079 Clergy
and 3,444,265 Baptized Members

1962

Every Member Canvass

Cedar Hills report: Introduction
of 2,165 nights of lodging,

7,152 meals served, 30 parishes
used the facilities, eight youth
conferences during the summer
and one camping session. Three
clergy conferences were held,
one Clergy Wives Conference.
Canonical exams for ordinands,

“It’s the most interesting Center
in the whole Church!”

1961

St. Timothy, Perrysburg
organized

January - The Diocesan
Episcopal Church Women hold
the first Spiritual Retreat at
Cedar Hills

January 1 - First Boar’s
Head Festival held in Trinity
Cathedral

May 1 - The Rev. Richard O
Harig appointed Associate
Director, Dept. of Christian
Education and the first
Director of Cedar Hills Camp
and Conference Center

1961

June 4 - Michael Ramsey
becomes the 100th
Archbishop of Canterbury

September - 3 way pledges (time,
talent, treasure) give new view on

in addition to six outside groups.

1964

The Rev. Solomon Jacobs elected deputy to
General Convention. He is the first African
American from the Diocese to serve in this
ministry. Jacobs was also the first African
American to serve on Diocesan Council

January 31 - 147th Annual Diocesan
Convention at which the Committee

on Canons proposes a change to Canon

13 Sec. 2 permitting congregations to

elect women and men to parish vestries;
and replaces the inherited Standing
Committee positions with a rotation of one
clergyperson and one layperson elected
each year for a four year term

Summer edition of Church Life contains
the article “Your Help is Needed in Racial
Crisis”

Wade Park Manor is purchased and
becomes a shared ministry with Epworth
Methodist Church and Presbyterian
Church of the Covenant. Church Home on
Prospect will be phased out

1963

February 1 & 2 - The Rt. Rev.
Arthur Lichtenberger, Presiding
Bishop, is the guest speaker at
the 146th Annual Diocesan
Convention. 1,750 attend the
Convention banquet

May 14 - The Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr. addresses 1,400 strong at
St. Paul, Cleveland Heights

1964

June - General Convention adopts policy prohibiting racial
discrimination in churches; the House of Bishops endorses
civil disobedience

June 29 - Legislation on Civil Rights is passed banning
discrimination in jobs, voting, and accommodations

1963

August 28 - The Civil Rights march on Washington, D.C.
culminates with Dr. Martin Luther King’s famous “I Have a
Dream” speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial

|




outstanding preachers

Canonical Amendment to permit women
to serve as delegates to diocesan convention
is passed Kwith hardly a murmurXPlans are
underway to celebrate the Sesquicentennial
of the Diocese

May 20 - Trinity Cathedral Special
Convention to elect a Bishop Coadjutor
convenes and, on the XKXh ballot by the
clergy, elects the Rev. John Harris Burt,
Rector of All Saintl§, Pasadena and former
rector of St. John, Youngstown. X is election
is then voted on by the MHouse of LaityX
which al rms the vote by Diocesan clergy

1965 1967

1966 1967

Church Life reports that the Diocesan Bishop Burt and family are settled into their BbldXdiocese

Department of Christian Social Relations

comments on bringing peace to Vietnam February 3 & 4 - 150th Annual Convention of ® e Diocese
of Ohio, honoring the Presiding Bishop and his wife. 2,000

Trinity Cathedral celebrates 150 years with attend the banquet held at the Cleveland Sheraton Hotel.

the completion of a parish history by the ¥ e convention approves a $3,000,000 Sesquicentennial

Rev. Dr. Roderic Pierce, professor of church M ank ORering capital fund drive for Renewal,

history at Bexley Hall; some renovation Retooling, and Research®$3,290,000 is pledged on

work and a series of special services with Hubilee SundayX

February 4 - At Trinity Cathedral, the Rt. Rev. John H. Burt

January 28 & 29 - 149th Convention of the is Consecrated as Bishop Coadjutor. It is the Hrst service televised at the
Diocese of Ohio held in Trinity Cathedral. cathedral. Burt is the 621st Bishop in the American Succession and will be
the 8th Bishop of Ohio

May - Kenyon College bestows a Doctor of Divinity upon the Rt. Rev. John Harris

X e 150th Convention of ¥ e Diocese welcomes the Krst 22 female delegates,
however many of them are identiXed by their husbandsknames:

St. Paul, Akron- Mrs. Clarke Mack, Holy Trinity, Bellefontaine- Mrs. Ronald Ritscher,
St. Paul, Bellevue- Mrs. K. Fleet Dillon, St. John, Cuyahoga Falls- Mrs. Richard Foley,
Grace, Dellance- Mrs. Edith Draper and Mrs. Edward Schultz, Harcourt Parish,
Gambier- Miss Louise Adams, Christ Church, Lima- Mrs. Anne Frick, St. Paul, Marion-
Elizabeth Ammann, St. Paul, Norwalk- Norma Gerken and Barbara C. Whitney, Our
Savior, Salem- Mrs. James H. Wilson, Jr., Christ Church, Shaker Heights- Mrs. R.A.J.

Wellington, Grace, Toledo- Alice M. Cummings and Virginia M. Patterson, Trinity,

Bryan- Mrs. Marie Cameron, St. Barnabus, Dennison- Mrs. Maiyon Duggan, St. Rocco,
Youngstown- Nicola Greco, Emmanuel, Cleveland- Mrs. Janice Stroud, St John, Cleveland- Mrs.
Charlotte Drawdy, Grace, Galion- Mrs. James M. Robinson, Christ Church, Geneva- Gail R. Scherk

January 29 & 30 - 148th Diocesan Convention, Mutual Responsibility November - Bishop Burroughs

and Interdependence to be the Meading topic¥Bishop Burroughs announces that Bexley Hall, the

calls for the election of a bishop coadjutor. Brazil becomes the Rrst K eological School at Kenyon

Companion Diocese. Convention votes to delete the word KnaleXin College, will move to Rochester,

Article 13. Sec. 2 whereby women are granted the right to serve on NY to become part of an

parish vestriesKat long last Ecumenical cooperative with
the Colgate Rochester Divinity

Church House in Cleveland, in addition to housing the Diocesan School, Crozier X eological

ON ces, is home to: Area Council of Churches of Christ, Protestant Big Seminary and St. BernardX

Brothers, Regional Church Planning ol ces, Inner City OX ce, and the Roman Catholic Seminary

Baptist Foundation

November - Coventry Cross of Nails begins
May 2 - Bishop Burroughs designates this date for an ingathering pilgrimage through Diocese

to support a national fund to assist in the Race Program for the
Episcopal Church and the National Council of Churches Commission
on Religion and Race

- L]

July - X e ON ce of the Sulragan

The
Bishop for he Armed Forces——— EPISCOPAL CHURCH

is anxious to compile a list

of Episcopal Clergy who are WH.E[]MES ml.l

members of the Ready Reserve of
the Army, Navy, Air Force, and |
National Guard [

July - KEpiscopal Church

Welcomes YouXsigns debut. I:H RlST (HU H

Parishes of Ohio overwhelmingly

adopt this form of evangelism | ﬁ‘z 5 M.&.l H STHE T

1965

August 6 - N e Voting Rights Act of 1965 is signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson

October 4 - Presiding Bishop John Hines makes a statement on the acquittal of ¥ omas
Coleman, who killed Seminarian Jonathon Daniels on August 20 while he was trying to help
register African American voters in Alabama

October 15 - K e Mrst public burning of a drall card occurs in protest to the Vietnam War

Church World Service makes a War Refugee Fabric Appeal for Vietnamese Refugees

1966

July 1- Medicare, the government medical program
for citizens over the age of 65, begins

Hough area riots in Cleveland

1967

October 2 - B urgood Marshall, an
Episcopalian, is sworn into oX ce as the Krst
African American Supreme Court Justice

John Harris Burt
(1968-1983)

1968

January - Carl Stokes becomes the Krst
African American mayor of a major U.S.
CityKCleveland

April 4 - Civil Rights leader Martin
Luther King is assassinated in Memphis,
Tennessee while standing on a motel
balcony by James Earl Ray

July - Lambeth Conference creates the
Anglican Consultative Council, one of the
four Kinstruments of CommunionXof the
Anglican Communion

Union of Black Clergy and Laity is formed
by an Ad Hoc Committee of African
American clergy gathered in Philadelphia,
including Ohio¥ Rev. Austin Cooper. ¥ is
group will be renamed the Union of Black
Episcopalians in 1971




y

1968

January 27 - 151st
Convention sees Episcopal
transfer from Burroughs

to Burt. Mrs. Charles E
Huston, Mrs. Paul (Hooker)
Glendinning are the first
women elected to Diocesan
Council

April 4 - The Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

is assassinated. Bishop

Burt joins 400 others,
including Bexley Hall
Students, Roman Catholics,
Protestants, and Jews, in a
memorial march through
the streets of Mount
Vernon, Ohio

May - Kenyon plans
coordinate college
for women

1969

April - 152nd Convention
uses “trial liturgies” at worship
services, increases the role of
young adults by lowering the
voting age in convention from
21 to 18, and oversubscribes
our financial quota to the
national church budget. Mrs.
Robert Gray elected as first
woman on our Diocesan
Standing Committee. Mrs.
Charles F. (Marion) Huston
and Mrs. Betty Lucke elected
as first female deputies from
the Diocese of Ohio to the
1970 General Convention,
where they will join 23 other
women as the first female
deputies to be seated

970

1971

January 30 & 31 - 164th Convention.
Youth join debates. Convention
condemns both North and South
Vietnam’s governments. Resolves to
annually observe MLK day. Allows
children to receive communion
before confirmation. Bishop Burt: “So
it is that we now encourage children,
with the advice and consent of their
parents and commencing at a time
approved by the Rector and Vestry
of their parish, to come to the Lord’s
Table to receive with the rest of the
congregation the bread and wine of
the Holy Communion”

November - Diocesan Council to
create the Diocesan Committee for
Social Responsibility in Investment
Policy

November - Burt on being publicly
involved in urging grand jury to
investigate Kent shootings: “It seemed
only logical that, as a church leader

in the very state where the tragedy
occurred, I should try to interpret the
Council’s view”

1973

January - Burt: “What joy that, at last, after the
longest, bloodiest, and most morally ambiguous
war in American history, every person in our
land can unite with every other in giving thanks
for peace”

March - 156th Convention. Ohio will help
build a Lay Center in Tanzania with a $32,846
gift. Tanzanian bishop Yohana Jumaa and the
three others visit convention. A Diocesan Racial
Justice Commission is mandated. The Rev.
Dalton Downs accepts Bishop Burt’s invitation
to head the Commission. Convention voices
approval of Prayer Book changes

June 16 - The Rev. Joan Grimm is the first
woman to be ordained as a deacon in the
Diocese of Ohio

July - The National Convention of the Union
of Black Episcopalians elects the Rev. Austin
Cooper, Sr., a priest of the Diocese of Ohio as
their president

“Fellowship of the Second Mile” created as an
opportunity for Ohio Episcopalians to go above
and beyond their stewardship response for “the
wider work of mission in our diocese”

1968

June - Bishop Burt addresses three public
issues which speak to the temperature of

life in 1968: The Poor Peoples March on
Washington, D.C.; Vietnam; the assassination
of Senator Robert Kennedy

November - At Regional Vestry meetings,
Bishop Burt, in commenting on the state of
race relations, makes the observation: “How
ironic that the Mayor of Cleveland cannot be
amember of some clubs in the city he governs
solely because he happened to be born black”

November - Brazil is our new
Companion Diocese

November - Women trustees
are introduced at Kenyon

St. Timothy, Northfield
(Macedonia) organized

1969

June 27 - Stonewall Inn Riots in NYC
which marks the beginning of the gay
rights movement.

Richard Nixon announces
“Vietnamization”

1970

January - Three proposals from the
Union of Black Clergy and Laity include
the call for a black clergyman to be
added to Diocesan staff. Two of the three
proposals suggested by the Union of
Black Clergy and Laity (Ohio Chapter)
are passed at 153rd Convention

1972

January 29 & 30 - 155th Convention. Affirmation for women to have full
ministerial and decision making roles in Diocese. Endorses ordination

of women (220 to 81) with a vote scheduled for the 1973 Convention.
Convention lowers the youth voting age from 18 to 16 with seat, vote, and
voice given to Diocesan Youth Council representatives. 1972 Budget is
approved at $1,157,440

May - The Diocese of Zanzaibar and Tanga in Tanzania are to be the new
Companion Diocese. Approved by the Diocesan Council on May 19.
Bishop to visit at 1973 Convention

May - The Special Committee on Social Criteria for Investment Policy,
through its study, has determined nine areas of business where morals were
in jeopardy: production of war materials; air and water pollution; land

use; social desirability of the product; restrictions in gifts to the Church;
hiring and employing practices; public health and safety, gov’t policies; and
fitness of directors in office. Bishop Burt on why the Church should show
greater responsibility towards its investment policy: “...God is...the only
true owner of all things... man’s chief calling, therefore, is to experience
God’s love as Christ reveals it and to show forth this love in dynamic
interrelationships with his fellowman... those church people who over the
years have placed in the hands of their Church either by gift or bequest for
endowment did so in order that the mission of the Church be advanced. It
follows, therefore, that the trustees who act as custodians for those funds
bear an ethical responsibility to see that the donor intent is honored”

July - Burt calls all churches to have a daily prayer for peace

1970

The Rt. Rev. John Burgess of Massachusetts became the first

1976

African American Diocesan Bishop of The Episcopal Church

January 22 - Roe v. Wade establishes abortion rights
African American Charles Willie was elected as Vice
President of the House of Deputies November - The Ohio Lottery is born
The Episcopal Church has 11,772 clergy and 3,475,164
baptized members

11972

Ordination of Women to the Diaconate is approved June 17 - The Watergate crisis begins

Women are finally allowed to serve as delegates to November 14 - Dow Jones Index for stocks closes

above 1000 for the first time

|
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1975

January - New programs include a task force to work on the ordination of
women and a task force on the ministry to the aging

February - 158th Convention actions include adopting 14 proposals to combat
racism as recommended by the Special Commission on Racial Justice. With
450 million people starving in Africa and Asia, a gift of $50,000 is made to the
Presiding Bishop’s fund for famine aid. Asks Bishop and deputation from Ohio
to 1976 General Convention to press for women ordination. Smoking is banned
at Convention and general meetings

March - In advance of the Beebe trial, Bishop Burt states: “In 1970,
our Church broke a tradition of 2000 years when the General
Convention authorized for the first time the ordination of women
and opened the diaconate for them

May - Borroughs joins Burt in the ceremony of the laying of the
cornerstone for Cedar Hills

May - As the result of an ecclesiastical trial held at St. Paul’s, Akron,
the Rev. Peter Beebe is found guilty on two charges; breaking the
canons of the Church and violating his own ordination oath. Bishop
Burt pronounces a Godly admonition

May - Minority persons now hold 20% of Diocesan jobs
November - Canon drafted to legalize women priests. The 1976 Diocesan

Convention may be asked to take legal action to endorse the opening of
ordination

1976
Feb 29 - 200 gather for dedication of
the new Cedar Hills lodge

March - A mock convention is held for
150 youth at Christ Church, Warren

1974

January - Presiding Bishop Hines honored at the 157th
Convention. Appeal for fresh commitment to biblical faith.
Special Committee created to discuss location, length,

and nature of following conventions. Mrs. John (Anne)

W. Zachman will serve as the first female secretary of the
Standing Committee

May - Central Lodge at Cedar Hills is completely destroyed

by fire

May - Diocese supports a fair trial for the Kent Guardsman,
raising $1,000 for their defense; John Allin is installed as
Presiding Bishop at Washington Cathedral

May - Burt and family

leave for a Tanzania visit
where Burt will dedicate

the Lay Training Center in
Korogwe and will meet with
Archbishop John Cepeku and
Bishop Yohana Jumaa

July 29 - Ordination of the 11 women in Philadelphia: Bishop Burt:“That there is neither solid
Biblical nor serious theological reason why women should be denied eligibility for ordination has

long been acknowledged. Historical precedent, cultural mores and fear of the new are really the chief

reason why the doors to priesthood and episcopacy have not been opened to women heretofore”

July - Commission on Racial Justice holds workshops to help identify forms of racism in the
Church and society

December 8 - Two “irregularly” ordained women are invited by the Rev. Peter Beebe to come to

Christ Church, Oberlin and celebrate the Eucharist-despite a ban by Bishop Burt. As a result, the

Rev. Beebe is charged with disobeying his Bishop and faces an ecclesiastical trial

1975

1976

July 4 - President Ford and Queen Elizabeth worship in Washington

Deputi

April 30 - Vietnam War ends hold this position

General Convention approves the ordination of women in all three orders

National Cathedral as part of the American Bicentennial Celebration
New Zealand will ordain women, a few weeks later Ireland does the same

Dr. Charles Radford Lawrence, II is elected as President of the House of
s. He is the third lay person and the first African American to

1977

January 4 - Mary Anderson is
ordained at Trinity Cathedral by
Bishop Burt. She is the 4th woman in
the nation to be ordained and the first
in Ohio. 1,000 attended

January - Bobette Reed is the second
African American woman to be
ordained in the Episcopal Church; and
she is ordained as a deacon on January
8 at Emmanuel Church, Cleveland by
Bishop Burt

February - At the 160th Convention,
the Rev. Arthur B. Williams, Jr. is
named the new Archdeacon

March 5 - Rev. Joan Grim is the
second woman to be ordained to the
priesthood in Ohio. The service takes
place at the Kenyon College Chapel

July - Absalom Jones Recognition Project is announced and
September 12 is initially chosen as his day

July - Bishop Burt: “Sexual orientation has no relevancy in
consideration of a candidate for ordination as a Deacon, Priest
or Bishop”

September - Bishops Burt and Malone plan an interfaith aid to
Youngstown during its steel crisis

1979

New Book of Common Prayer Book
approved

March - The accident at the Three Mile
1 977 Island nuclear power plant occurs when a

The Rev. Ellen B R partial core meltdown is recorded
he Rev. Ellen Barrett is the firs

recognized homosexual person to be July - School busing to eliminate segregation
ordained to the priesthood begins in several large Ohio cities




1979

July - Bishop Burt is
active in movement
to create an Episcopal
Urban Caucus

1978

September 28 - Bishop Burt,
Senator John Glenn, and

20 other religious and civic
leaders proposed to President
Carter that 4,100 unemployed
steelworkers in Youngstown
be given work. Carter ponders
but ultimately rejects this
ecumenical plan

November 21 - Bishops Burt
and Malone receive The
Thomas Merton Award in
Pittsburgh for their work in
the steel industry

The Episcopal Church has
13,089 clergy and 3,037,420
baptized members

1981

January - The Diocesan Hunger Task
Force is created

June - Jamaica and Ohio begin
negotiations to become companion
dioceses

August - After a hiatus of more

than a decade, spiritual formation
conferences in Gambier are reborn
with the institution of the Kenyon
Summer Conference. “Kenyon 81” is a
conference for families and individuals
to help people cope with life in the
1980s

James Russell Moodey
(1983-1994)

1983

January 27 - 167th
Convention, John Burt passes
the Bishop’s Crozier to James
Moodey and officially retires
as the 8th Bishop of Ohio.
Bishop Moodey is officially
seated at Trinity Cathedral

February 18 - A diocesan-wide
celebration of Absalom Jones,
the first African American priest

in the Episcopal Church, takes place
at St. Andrew, Cleveland

+

May 8 - Wade Park Manor and Judson
Manor merge which guarantees housing
for the elderly. This brings to an end the
history of the Church Home with the
dissolution of the Church Home Board
and the creation of a new board to
oversee this new work

1980

Feb 11 - Wilma Ruth Combs is
the first African American woman
elected to Standing Committee

July - The Rev. Joseph P. Russell,
III provides “shot in the arm”
for Christian Education in the
Diocese of Ohio

November - The Diocese of
Ohio welcomes our first assistant
bishop: the Rt. Rev. William
Davidson, recently retired Bishop
of Western Kansas

November - Council adopts
policy on alcoholism and drug
dependency

1981

June 5 - Centers for Disease Control
reports first cases of rare pneumonia
in y(mng g(l)' men — ]L\lCl' dclcrmincd
to be AIDS-related

September 21- Sandra Day O’Connor
becomes the first female Supreme
Court associate justice in history

1982
March - Bishop Burt asks for the
election of a bishop coadjutor

September - Youth from Jamaica
and Ohio share culture, family,
and faith through a youth
exchange

November - The Rev. James
R. Moodey is elected to the
Episcopate in Ohio

1082

The Hymnal 1982 is approved

CDC formally establishes the term Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)

November 13 - The Vietnam Veterans Memorial
is dedicated in Washington, D.C., holding the
names of the more than 58,000 killed or missing
in action during the conflict

1983

The Diocese receives $24,000 from the United Thank
Offering to fund a part time youth director for the
South Cleveland Episcopal Ministry and to support
the St. Paul's Community Center operated by the
Toledo Metropolitan Churches (including the Toledo
Episcopal Churches)

Summer - The Hunger Task Force reports that
$62,000 from the Diocesan Health and Human
Needs Fund is being used throughout the diocese to
combat hunger and homelessness

June - The Rt. Rev. William Davidson, Assistant
Bishop of Ohio, is named vice-chair of the Episcopal
Peace Fellowship

June 18 - The Most Rev. John Allin, along with 18
bishops representing 20 dioceses, gather at Trinity
Cathedral for the consecration of James Russell
Moodey as the 9th Bishop of Ohio and the 770th
Bishop in the American Succession. 1,000 laity, 144
clergy, former Ohio Bishops John Burt and Nelson
Burroughs, and Bishop Neville W. deSouza of
Jamaica participate

Riverside Hospital in Toledo celebrates 100 years
with a rededication of support by the Episcopal
Diocese of Ohio in providing Chaplains Linda
Criddle-Smith, Robert New, and William Jones

November - There are 29 men and women in the
Diocese of Ohio’s seminary pipeline

1983

Pope Paul IT and Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie meet
to further the “establishment of a new relationship between the
Roman Catholic and Anglican Church”

Council for Women’s Ministries is created in NJ to bring together
female ministers and support the ministries of women

June 18 - Astronaut Sally Ride becomes the first American
woman to travel into space
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January - The 168th Convention of the Diocese is
challenged by a debate on apartheid in South Africa.
Bishop Moodey appoints a 7 member committee to
study South African investments in the Diocesan Joint
Investment Fund

BISHOP'S j(

BASEBALL |-

May - Bishop Moodey receives an honorary degree from
Kenyon College. In conferring the degree, the President
of Kenyon says, “You have shown yourself profoundly
concerned for the poor and needy, not only in Ohio but
also in South Africa, where so many today suffer from
the double affliction of drought and apartheid”

BASH

St. John's Home for Girls celebrates 75 years

1985

of the King is a Spiritual Order for laywo

Daughters of the King
July 27 - The Rt. Rev. James R. Moodey o

wedding takes place in Trinity Cathedral

The Daughters of the King celebrates 100 years. The Daughters

Church. Members undertake a rule of life incorporating
prayer and service. The Diocese of Ohio has 11 chapters of the

of the Venerable Arthur B. Williams, Jr. and Lynette Rhodes. The

November - The 169th Convention of the Diocese responds to

1986

March 5 - Two physicians from Ohio, the Rev. Deacon Dr. Philip
Anderson and Dr. William Moore, appointed by Bishop Moodey,
attend the National Episcopal Conference on the AIDS Crisis held
at Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

May - The Rev. David Bowman, Rector of Trinity Church, Toledo
is elected Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of Western New York.
He will be the 811th Bishop in the American Succession

May 31 - The first Annual Bishop’s Baseball Bash is held
at Municipal Stadium with 700 from across the diocese in
attendance

June 21 - The Venerable Arthur B. Williams, Jr. is elected the
first Suffragan Bishop in the history of The Diocese of Ohio. He
is elected on the first ballot by 119 clergy and 317 lay men and
women

October 11 - Arthur B. Williams, Jr. is consecrated Bishop
Suffragan of Ohio at Trinity Cathedral. He is the 812th Bishop
in the American Succession. More than 1,000 cram into the
Cathedral for this milestone moment in the life of our Diocese

November - The 170th Convention meets in Toledo with more
than 1,000 in attendance. The Convention directs the Trustees of
the Diocese to completely divest from all holdings in South Africa

1987

Annette Brownlee, the Diocese of
Ohioss first urban deacon-in-training,
is appointed by Bishop Moodey. The
Bishop then asks the Commission on
Ministry to study the renewal of the
ministry of the diaconate for Ohio

men in the Episcopal

fliciates at the wedding
May 25 - The Most Rev. Desmond
Tutu visits Trinity Cathedral. He then
travels to Oberlin College where he
gives the commencement address

1984

Women from across the Anglican Communion
gather at Westminster Abbey for the 40th
anniversary of the Rev. Florence Lee Tim-Oi,
the first ordained woman in the Anglican
Communion

July 12 - Democratic candidate for President,
Walter Mondale, selects Geraldine Ferraro as
his Vice Presidential running mate, the first
woman chosen for that position

apartheid in South Africa by voting to divest all stocks held in the JIF
account with ties to business in South Africa. The convention also
calls for a boycott of all Campbell’s products in response to the living
conditions of migrant farm workers in Northeast Ohio. Assisting
Bishop William Davidson announces his retirement at the end of
1985. Bishop Moodey calls for the election of a bishop suffragan.
Patricia Kilpatrick is elected the first female president of Diocesan
Standing Committee

1986

January 20 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
is officially observed for the first time as a
federal holiday in the United States.

1985

January
Nobel Peace Prize, is appointed Bishop of
Johannesburg in South Africa. He is the
first black man to hold this post

Desmond Tutu, winner of a 1984

September 1 - Bishop Desmond Tutu
becomes the first black Archbishop of Cape
Town, South Africa, the fourth largest
church in South Africa with 2.6 million

November 20 - The first version of the
\\'ind(\ws (\pcr;\ling Systcm (()l' C(\I“plllCTS

is released members

1988

July 17 - Lambeth Conference decides that “each
province respect the decision of other provinces in
the ordination or consecration of women to

the Episcopate”

September 24 - The Rev. Barbara Harris is elected
Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Mas

achusetts,
the first female elected to the Episcopate in the 450
year history of the Anglican Church

The Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie
establishes a Commission on Communion and
‘Women in the Episcopate




1988

June - The Diocesan ECW gifts Cedar Hills with a peace pole on which the
message “May Peace Prevail” is written in four languages: English, Spanish,
Hebrew, and Russian

June 15 - St. John's Home in Painesville closes after almost 80 years of
service in the diocese

August 8 - Thirty-four youth travel to the USSR to promote friendship and
understanding between youth and adults from our two countries. They
celebrate the 1,000th anniversary of the founding of Christianity in Russia

September - Gay Episcopalians in the Diocese of Ohio write openly about
their lives and struggles in the church for an article in Church Life

November - At the 172nd at the Convention, Bishop Moodey breaks a 184-
184 tie on a proposed budget amendment to reduce missionary giving to
the wider church. He votes no, saying, “If we were to pass this amendment
dear friends, perhaps for the first time in 170 years in this first missionary
diocese, we would be voting to underpay our commitment to the rest of
Christ’s work in the nation and the world” At this convention, The Diocese
of Ohio begins a partnership with the Diocese of Port Elizabeth. Martha
McMahon retires after 33 years service as secretary to three bishops and one
archdeacon

1989

January - Having served in the Diocese of Ohio
since 1986, the Rev. Gay C. Jennings is appointed
Canon to the Ordinary. She is the first woman to
serve in this post

February 19 - This date marks the beginning of
the Northern Ohio Chapter of the Union of Black
Episcopalians with the observance of Absalom
Jones Day at St. Andrew, Cleveland. The goal of
the UBE is to remove racism from the Church, to
stimulate the growth of black membership, and
to further inclusivity in ministry and mission of
the Church

April - The Hunger Task Force reports that about
50,000 each month receives food at 21 hunger
centers in the Diocese

October 8 - The United Thank Offering
celebrates 100 years

October 15 - The Diocese of Ohio joins with
the rest of the Church in a Day of Prayer for all
persons touched by the AIDS epidemic

November -Bishop Moodey reports that he
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1990

February 2 - Bishop James and Penny Moodey travel to Port
Elizabeth to inaugurate the seven year partnership between the
Diocese of Ohio and Port Elizabeth

June -The Diocese of Ohio Episcopal [ =
Peace Fellowship receives its charter : ': e p I5CO p d I

September - Five parishes in Ohio pea ce

are “test pilots” for a renewed H
Catechumenate to prepare persons for fe I | OWS5 h I p
baptism, confirmation, and reception creative peacema ki ng
into the church

November - At the 174th Convention of the Diocese, Bishop
Moodey announces the launching of the Decade of Evangelism.
He also announces his intention to establish an Ohio Episcopal
Charities Fund. The Diocese of Ohio Episcopal Community
Services Foundation is born

Mo

1991

February - Episcopalians in Ohio join others in prayer
and protest of the Persian Gulf War

March - The Standing Committee on Human Affairs
and Health says leave gay ordinations up to bishops.
The Committee also begins to study the possibility of
blessing gay relationships

The Diocesan ECW launches “Project Sew” with the
Diocese of Port
Elizabeth. $5,000 in
sewing equipment for
school uniforms is
donated

June - The newly
instituted Episcopal
Community Services
Foundation receives
2 $90,000 start up
grant from the Gund
Foundation

June 8 - The Very
Rev. William Persell
is installed as the

will “continue to listen and to enter openly into 10th Dean of Trinity

dialogue with those who are homosexual as well as with all persons who are Cathedral

struggling with the issues of homosexuality”

December - Diocesan Council adopts an identical AIDS policy to the one

proposed at the 69th General Convention

August 10 - Army General Colin Powell is elevated to the January 12 - U.S. Congress passes a resolution
position of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, becoming 1990 authorizing the use of force to liberate Kuwait.
the first African American to be nominated to that post The Anglican Consultative Council develops the Five Marks Operation Desert Storm begins four days later
November 10 - The Berlin Wall, after thirty-eight years of TSN il T o omacivaies February 27 - The Gulf War ends one day after
restricting traffic between the East and West German sides of The Episcopal Church has 14,878 clergy and 2,446,050 Iraq withdraws its forces from Kuwait and sets
the city, crumbles baptized members the oil fields on fire




1993

May 23 - The Canons of the Diocese of Ohio come before the members
of a Special Convention. The Canons have been completely rewritten.
Revisions will focus on clarity, conformity, types of congregations,
vestries, business methods, imperiled parishes, convention related
timing, trial of a priest or deacon, reduction of members of Diocesan
Council, and regulations of Canon ministry. Bishop Moodey reports
“the proposals will give a thoughtful, fair, and timely structure through
which to carry forward our ministry in the 21st century”

November - At the 177th Convention, J. Clark Grew, II is elected to the
Episcopate of Ohio. His consecration service will be open to all. Bishop
and Mrs. Moodey are surprised by their children as they bid the Diocese of
Ohio goodbye

November - The Diocese of Ohio Episcopal Peace Fellowship inaugurates
awarding The Betty Leo Award for outstanding work and self-sacrifice

in furthering Christ’s work for peace and justice. Recipients are: (1993)
Jean OhlenBusch, Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland; (1994) Carol Duncan,

St. Paul, Canton; (1995) William Wright, Calvary, Sandusky; (1996) the
Rev. Jess Petty, Los Amigos Episcopales; (1998) Dorothy Simpson, Christ
Church, Kent; (1999) Joan Coleman, All Saints, Toledo; (2000) Barbara
Pierce, Christ Church, Oberlin; (2001) the Rev. Lloyd O’Keefe, Diocesan
Peacemaking Institute; (2004) Ruth Ihde, St. Thomas, Berea; (2005) W.
Dean Wolfe, Christ Church, Oberlin; (2008) Deborah Hunter, Trinity
Cathedral, Cleveland; (2015) Louise and Paul Baker, St. Andrew, Barberton

1992

May 17 - Edward Thomas Demby, the first African
American Bishop in the Episcopal Church, finally
receives a headstone for his grave at Lakeside
Cemetery. Bishop Demby died in 1957. Wilma

Ruth Combs and Diocesan Archivist Donald
Sheppard discover a design by Demby’s hand for the
monument. Bishop Arthur B. Williams, Jr. officiates at
the dedication

Lent - The first Episcopal Community Services
Campaign brings in $115,000

Summer - Los Amigos Episcopales makes their first
trip to El Salvador, led by the Rev. Jess Petty

November - At the 176th Convention, in downtown
Cleveland, the Diocese begins a celebration of 175
years. The celebration will include a recreation of the
1967 Cross of Nails Pilgrimage. Bishop Moodey calls
for the election of a bishop coadjutor

November 13 - Bishop Moodey ordains the first
class of permanent deacons: Bryan Gillooly, Nancy
Graumlich, Robbin Harvey, William Snyder, William
Tompkin, and James Wichman. Since then, the
following persons in the Diocese of Ohio have been
ordained to the Diaconate: Patricia Beeman (1996),
Polly Glanville (1996), Gretchen Green (1996),

Peter Nielsen (2004), Barbara Maxwell (2004),

Jane Wells (2004), Joseph Butler (2010), Jane

Trager (2010), Anne Pillot (2011), and Lydia Bailey
(2013). Previously in our Diocese, Bishop John Burt
ordained Dr. Philip Anderson (1976) and Bobette
Reed (1977) as permanent deacons

1994

September 13 - President Bill Clinton
signs the Assault Weapons Ban, which
bars the use of these weapons for

ten years.

1993

November 30 - The Brady Handgun
Violence Prevention Act is signed into law
by President Bill Clinton

November 8 - For the first time in
forty years, the Republican party gains
control of both the Senate and the U.S.
House of Representatives.

J. Clark Grew, II (1994-2004)
1994

March 5 - J. Clark Grew, II consecrated 10th Bishop of
Ohio and the 890th Bishop in the American Succession at a
service attended by 3,715 people in the CSU “Consecration”
(Convention) Center. A Dossal
curtain, made up of 99 squares
representing parishes in the Diocese,
helps transform the space

June - Trinity Cathedral begins a renovation
project which calls for removing the pews from the nave and
transepts. The goal is to make a more flexible space for worship
and events

August 13 - Lightning strikes the Cathedral Tower

November - The 178th Convention marks a new beginning

for Ohio with the transfer of Episcopal oversight from Bishop
Moodey to Bishop Grew and the seating of Bishop Grew in the
Cathedral. The Rev. Joseph P. Russell is made an honorary Canon
at the Cathedral in thanksgiving for his 14 years of service
promoting Christian Formation in our diocese

1995

January - Bishop Grew appoints ten Regional Deans: W. Brewster, A. Jennings,
R. McCandless, J. Moore, T. Russell, D. Sipes, S. Smith, L. Smith-Criddle, T.
Taylor, and G. Smercina

January - Bishop Williams, Wilma Ruth
Combs, Marguerite Sands, Florence Young,
and Gregory Jacobs travel to South Africa.
They visit Port Elizabeth to say farewell at the
end of our seven year companion relationship

February 2 - Bishop Grew outlines the 4
areas in which diocesan ministries will be
focused: clergy, congregations, the poor, and
peacemaking

March - Bishop Williams elected VP of the House of Bishops

April - St. John's Home, Painsville sold for $230,000. This is the final chapter in
an 86-year history. Bishop Leonard founded St. John’s Orphanage, Ohio City in
1909; Community of the Transfiguration took over administration in 1911; St.
John’s moved to Painesville in 1928; and emphasis shifted from orphan care to
support for girls in the 1950s

Summer - Cedar Hills begins to offer summer camp for the first time in 20
years. The theme is “Telling our Story”

Members of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship in Ohio
visit the Episcopal Church of Cuba and are hosted at
Trinity Cathedral in Havana

August 18 - Bishop Walter Righter faces trial for
ordaining noncelibate gay man in 1990

September 9 - The first Bishop’s Day with Children, ‘A
Journey with Jesus,” is held at Cedar Hills

November 10 & 11 - At the 179th Annual Convention,
the Rt. Rev. Barbara C. Harris is the Preacher




1997

January 31 - The Mission and Ministry Conference is “a
whopping spiritual formation success” with 360 people
from 56 parishes in attendance

November 8 - The 181st Diocesan Convention is held

at Trinity Cathedral. Guests from our new companion
diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh in Ireland include
the Rt. Rev. Michael and Beth Myers. The Bishop awards
the first Bishop’s Medal to Sterling Newell in thanksgiving
for his commitment to the mission and ministry of The
Diocese of Ohio. Subsequent recipients include: Patricia
B. Kilpatrick, Florence R. Young, Wilma
Ruth Combs, Paul Frank, Frederick J.
Snowden, Christina A. Monreal, Verne
Potter, Lynette Williams, Richard T.
Watson, Barbara W. Thomas, George
Clarke, Mary Tinker, H. Jack Ream,
Katherine Pinard, John E Shelley, Donald
Sheppard, and P. Thomas Austin

1996

April - The Diocesan Episcopal Peace Fellowship marks the
50th anniversary of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s martyrdom by
putting him “on trial” at Trinity Cathedral

April 14 - As part of the ongoing resurgence of the
catechumenate during the “Decade of Evangelism,” 61
catechumens are confirmed and received at Trinity Cathedral
by Bishop Grew with Bishop Williams assisting

1996

July 19 - The Centennial Summer Olympics
Games are opened in Atlanta, GA by U.S.
President Bill Clinton

September — The Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) is enacted which defines marriage
for federal purposes as the union of one man
and one woman and allows states to refuse
to recognize same-gender marriages granted
under laws of other states

1999

February - Diocesan youth attend anti-racism leadership training

May 23 - The following five parishes on Cleveland’s West Side sign
a covenant as the Episcopal West Side Shared Ministry: St. Luke, St.
Agnes, St. Philip, St. Mark, and St. John

September - The Rev. John Atkins is named “Church Planter” for
St. Patrick’s Mission in Brunswick which organized in April of 1999

November 12 & 13 - The 183rd Diocesan Convention actions
include: deacons are granted voting status; a resolution noting

The Diocese of Ohio is of a “divided mind” about 1998 Lambeth’s
statement regarding homosexuality; a resolution to reject Chief
‘Wahoo as the Cleveland Indian’s mascot is introduced by the
Commission to End Racism. Dr. Carol Franklin is the first African
American woman to serve as President of the Standing Committee.
Sacred Path Books and Art opens at Trinity Cathedral with a $30,000
inventory of books, and liturgical and religious art

November 19 & 20 - St Paul, Cleveland Heights holds a Diocesan
Conference themed “End Racism: Seek Christ in All People.” It is
convened by The Diocesan Commission to End Racism. The keynote
address delivered by the Rev. Edward W. Rodman, Canon Missioner
in the Diocese of Massachusetts and president of National Institutes
for Dialogue on Multi-culturalism and Anti-racism. Local Baha'i
youth lead a workshop for young people
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1998

September 19 - Seventy individuals attend the
first diocesan-wide Ministry Discernment Day

October - The Ohio Council of Churches
establishes an Interfaith Global Warming
Campaign. The Rt. Rev. J. Clark Grew, II
participates with 74 other religious leaders

November 14 - William Persell, the Dean of
Trinity Cathedral, is elected Bishop of the
Diocese of Chicago. When he is consecrated on
March 13, 1999, he becomes the 945th Bishop in
the American Succession

November - The 182nd Convention is postponed
until January 16 because 45 of 107 parishes have
not complied with all reporting requirements

2000

June 11 - Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, and Episcopal
bishops in Northern Ohio
celebrate Pentecost together
for the first time at St. Paul,
Akron

June 18 - The Rev. Tracey
Lind becomes Trinity
Cathedral’s 11th Dean

June 18 - A groundbreaking
ceremony for Trinity
Commons is held. The
Cathedral and Diocesan
offices move into “Mather
Hall” for the next two years

(parochial reports, pension payments, audits)

1998

August - Eleven women bishops attend the
Lambeth Conference. The conference passes
resolution upholding marriage between a
man and a woman in lifelong union and
cannot not advise legitimizing or blessing
same-gender unions nor ordaining those
involved in same gender unions; it also
affirms and adopts the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

October 29 - Ohioan John Glenn, thirty-six
years after becoming the first American
astronaut to orbit the earth, becomes the
oldest astronaut in space at seventy-seven
years old

i 1

TRINITY COMMONS

= Under Consiruciom for the Chigreh sed the Ciiy
it oot Trinity Cathedral and
The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio

1999

March 29 - The Dow Jones Industrial
Average closes above 10,000 for the
first time




2000

October - Diocesan
Commission to End Racism
holds an all-day workshop
about “Understanding

White Privilege” and how
institutionalized white
privilege perpetuates racism in
the church and society

November - St. Patrick,
Brunswick becomes a parish

== 2000

2001

2002

New Life, Uniontown is organized

March 6 - A Clergy Day about
understanding Islamic Law takes place
at St. Andrew, Elyria

November 8 - Trinity Commons is
opens with a Dedication Gala

December 31 - Suffragan Bishop
Arthur Williams, Jr. retires from the
Diocese of Ohio—but not for long

Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
(2004-Present)

2004

January 10 - An Epiphany Faire at Trinity
Commons celebrates the ministry of the Rt. Rev.
J. Clark and Wendy Grew

April - Bishop Hollingsworth attends first House
of Bishop’s meeting at Camp Allen, Texas at
which the Bishops issue a response to “the Extra-
Canonical Confirmations in Ohio”

2003

February - In Church Life, the Rev. Greg Jacobs reviews some history concerning the
movement in our diocese to end racism. In 1972, the Convention created the Diocesan
Racial Justice Commission. In 1993, the Commission completed a racism audit of Diocesan
parishes and reported their findings at the 178th Convention: that symptoms of racial
injustice are not recognized which contributes to racial injustice and there is a reluctance of
mostly white parishes to evangelize among people of color. The Commission stands ready
to offer anti-racism training for vestries, congregations, clergy, and Diocesan lay leadership.
The Cathedral and Diocesan staffs lead the way by availing themselves of the training
offered by the Racial Justice Commission

November - Bishop Grew announces a $10 million dollar legacy campaign with the

goals to help build Trinity Commons; provide for new congregations; establish two new
chaplaincies in hospitals/schools outside of Cleveland; build endowments for Cedar Hills
and Episcopal Community Services; and establish the Arthur B. Williams, Jr. Fund for the
work of anti-racism, encouraging vocational discernment among African Americans and
support urban parishes

November 9 & 10 - The 184th Diocesan Convention theme is “Peace and Reconciliation

in Troubled Times.” Social Justice Resolutions are approved to support an increase in the
minimum wage with the goal of it becoming a “living wage.” Also approved are a state
earned income tax credit rewarding the working poor; a permanent source for new housing
and preservation of existing housing affordable to lower-income people; environmental
stewardship; the promotion of recycling at the parish level; and encouraged diocesan-wide
prayer for the elimination of racism

January - The Rt. Rev. David C. and Nancy Bowman return to
their Ohio roots where David becomes an Assisting Bishop

July 30 - The 74th General Convention and the 44th Episcopal
Church Women’s Triennial meet in Minneapolis, MN.

This General Convention confirms the election of V. Gene
Robinson, an openly gay priest in a 13 year relationship, as
Bishop Coadjutor of New Hampshire

November 15 - Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. is elected the
next Bishop of Ohio on the third ballot during the 187th
Convention of the Diocese of Ohio meeting in Trinity
Cathedral

2000

General Convention approves “Called

to Common Mission,” establishing full
communion with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA), effective
January 1, 2001

The Episcopal Church has 16,738 clergy and
2,319,844 baptized members

September - United Nations establishes — and
the United States commits to - the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), 8 international
development goals in the areas of health,
education, poverty, hunger, and environmental
sustainability for the year 2015

2001

September 11 - Terrorists attacks on
the World Trade Center and Pentegon;
over 3,000 deaths are attributed to this
national tragedy

2002

June - Diocese of New
Westminister, Canada
authorizes a rite for the blessing
of same-gender unions




2005

February 19 - “Safeguarding God’s Children,” a program of the CPG to prevent
child sexual abuse, makes its debut in Ohio with five regional workshops

July 16 - The Diocese of Ohio marks 40 years of companion relationships with
a service at Christ Church, Oberlin: Brazil (1965-70), Zanzibar and Tanga,
Tanzania East Africa (1971-77), The Diocese of Jamaica (1981-87), The Diocese
of Port Elizabeth in South Africa (1989-1995), The Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin,
and Ardagh, Ireland (1996 - 2005)

July 18 - Death comes for Wilma Ruth Combs
who resurrected the Diocesan chapter of

the Union of Black Episcopalians, served as

a member of the Standing Committee, and

as a Deputy to General Convention. Wilma
was also a Companion Diocese Committee
member for Jamaica and South Africa. She was chaeirzehy
a founding member of Episcopal Community
Services and a Bishop’s Medal recipient. In
tribute, the Diocesan Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians is renamed the
Wilma Ruth Combs’ Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians

August 29 - Hurricane Katrina slams the Gulf Coast. The people of the Diocese
of Ohio respond with hands-on help, $10,000 in diocesan funds directed by
Bishop Hollingsworth, and $200,000 through ERD

November 4 & 5 - The 189th Convention of the Diocese of Ohio is held in Trinity
Cathedral with the prevalent themes of Unity and Reconciliation recurring
throughout the two days

2004

April 17 - The consecration of the
996th Bishop in the American
Succession and the 11th Bishop
of Ohio, the Rt. Rev. Mark
Hollingsworth, Jr. is held in

the Cleveland State University
Convocation Center

Fall - Arthur B. Williams, Jr. joins
David C. Bowman as an Assisting
Bishop

June - The Diocese of Ohio Bike Hike “bringing
General Convention ‘06 home at 16 miles per hour”
Traveling 208 miles, 15 cyclists from 12 different
parishes, ranging in age from 21-75, raised $3,887
for Bishop’s Annual Appeal

2004

January - Cleveland City Hall begins a domestic partners registry, the first

in the nation created by voters 2006
June - At the General Convention meeting in Columbus, OH Katharine Jefferts
Schori of Nevada is elected the 26th Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church
for a 9-year term. She is the first and only woman to be a churchwide leader in the

February - Ohio legislature approves ban on same-gender marriage and
bars benefits to both homosexual and heterosexual domestic partners

2006

January - Diocesan website: www.dohio.org goes live

January 14 - The Bishop’s College for Parish
Leadership (formerly the Bishop’s Collage for
Wardens and Treasurers) meets at Trinity Commons

March - The first Bishop's Annual Appeal is “a new
broader annual campaign that will fund both ECSF’s
important work and provide resources for new
mission initiatives” Theme: Maintaining the Unity
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace-Ephesians 4:3. The
appeal collects $212,480 of which $106,240 directly

mission, GIVE sacrificially as a spiritual surrender
of self to God, and SERVE the world together as the
risen body of Christ

2007

Bishop's Summer Bike Ride (the first so-named)
follows Ohio’s Underground Railroad routes
between Cincinnati and Oberlin

June - The formation of the Sterling Newell Society
is announced to celebrate Sterling’s vision and
generosity in planned giving and to invite others
to remember the work of our diocese through
planned giving as well. Sterling, a member of St.
Paul, Cleveland Heights, served as the Chancellor
of our Diocese from 1976 - 1986 and was an eight
time deputy to General Convention

September 15 - The 100th anniversary of the
consecration of Trinity Cathedral is celebrated
with a Centennial Gala, auction, and Evensong

November - The Commission on Global

and Domestic Mission chooses 8 projects

for Diocesan Millenium Development Goals
Funds. The recipients include: Episcopal Relief
and Developement; Aluu, Nigeria project; Cur
Americas; Cuttington University, Liberia; Holy
Cross Anglican School in Belize; Los Amigos
Episcopales; Rafiki AIDS Ministry; and The
Diocese of Tanga, Tanzania

November 12 & 13 - The 188th Convention of the Diocese funds services to those in need across the diocese.
of Ohio is held at Trinity Commons, Cleveland. Bishop Between 2006 and 2016, the Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Hollingsworth is formally “seated” at the Cathedral. The Bishop raised $2,829,654

announces his invitation to the diocese to inspect five areas of

our common life: Episcopal presence and staff, financial clarity May - Diocesan Council adopts a new Mission

and accountability, the deanery system, camp and conference Statement for our Diocese: The mission of The
ministry, and leadership development for urban and other Diocese of Ohio is to build healthy communities
isolated communities that GROW in faith, numbers, and resources for

May - Massachusetts becomes first state to legalize same-gender marriage Anglican Communion.
November - Ohio voters pass constitutional amendment denying same- June - The General Convention responds to Windsor Report; Dioceses are asked to
gender couples the right to marry and any other legal family status exercise restraint in ordaining Bishops who may cause further strain to Anglican 2007

Communion; acknowledges and apologizes for slavery and its aftermath; initiates - . ®
October - The Windsor Report recommends a moratorium on further study of The Episcopal Church involvement and derived benefits from slavery with Jagbagy N:\my Relo
consecrations of actively homosexual bishops and public Rites of Blessing view toward reconciliation; establishes the work toward the achievement of the l}ccomes e %
of same-gender unions Millennium Development Goals as a mission priority Speakeliit thelUS onechf

Representatives




2008
April - The Rt. Rev. William and Nancy Persell
return to the Diocese of Ohio where Bishop
Persell joins the Rt. Rev. David Bowman and the
Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Williams, Jr. as an Assisting
Bishop in the Diocese of Ohio

Love God.
Love your neighbor.
Change the world
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God loves you.
No exceptions.

The Eplasagsl Church Welcames Few, vworm dot

2010

February - Billboards, yard signs, and bumper
stickers make their debut in The Diocese of Ohio

Change the World; Welcome ...regardless; and God
loves you. No exceptions.

o 2010

2008

s

February 6 & 7 - Winter Convocation (a combination of what was the Mission
and Ministry Conference and the Bishop’s College for Parish Leadership) is
held. The keynoter is the Rev. Terry Martin, Evangelism Program Officer for
the Episcopal Church. The theme is “The Power of E!” (evangelism). Twenty-
eight workshops are offered, most having something to do with evangelism. 300
people representing 70% of the parishes in Ohio attend

June 20 - St. James Boardman celebrates the Bicentennial of the Episcopal
Society of Boardman

July 17 - Eight cyclists from Ohio bicycle from the site of the
General Convention in Anaheim to the Episcopal Church

July - The Lambeth Conference undertakes
a “listening process” in which diverse views
and experiences of human sexuality are
collected and collated

August - Stephanie Tubbs Jones, Ohio’s first
African American Congresswoman, dies

=i |

Headquarters at 815 Second Avenue, New York, NY to raise
funds for Episcopal Relief & Development. The journey of
4,200 miles takes 11 days and raises $35,000 for NetsforLife

Summer - Bishop Hollingsworth appoints a Camp and
Retreat Center Study Committee to ask a fundamental
question: What kind of Camp and Conference Ministry
would best serve the Diocese of Ohio?

November - Hartland & Co. is hired to be investment advisors to the Trustees
of the Diocese with regard to the Joint Investment Fund

November - Mission Areas replace Area Deaneries as geographical
configurations in our diocese. The name change reflects our purpose. Mission
Area Councils will be formed to encourage relationships. The new Mission
Areas are: Central East, Cuyahoga, North Central, Northeast, South Central,
Summit, West, and Youngstown

2009

January - Barack Obama inaugurated as 44th
President; he is the first African American to
hold office

July - The General Convention resolves that
God’s call to ordination is open to all persons 2010
regardless of sexual orientation, urges passage
of legislation guaranteeing adequate healthcare
and insurance for every citizen of USA, adopts
the “Five Marks of Mission” for the Episcopal
Church

with three messages: Love God. Love Your Neighbor.

March - The Affordable
Care Act (ACA),
commonly called
Obamacare, signed into
law by President Obama

2012

June 30 - A Diocesan-wide picnic

is held at Hostile Valley Park in
Wakeman, Ohio (proposed site of

the new Camp and Retreat Center).
Festivities include celebrating the 25th
Consecration anniversaries of Bishops
David Bowman and Arthur Williams.
The proposed site is 137 acres of land
circumscribed by the Vermilion River,
located 18 miles east of Norwalk and
12 miles east of Oberlin

July - The Rev Gay C. Jennings, one
of Ohio’s own, is elected to serve as
President of the House of Deputies
by the deputies attending the 77th
General Convention meeting in
Indianapolis, IN

December - With regard to the proposed new Camp and Retreat
Center, CCS, a strategic consulting and fundraising firm, conducts
144 private interviews. They speak with 75 laypersons, 69 clergy
members, 11 Diocesan staff members, and two focus groups. An
online survey garners an additional 125 responses

December 29 - 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Boar’s Head and
Yule Log Festival at Trinity Cathedral

2011

February 11 & 12 - Winter Convocation
with the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori,
Presiding Bishop, takes place in Perrysburg.
650 people attend including 75 youth

February 13 - The Absalom Jones Festival is
held at Trinity Cathedral with the Most Rev.
Katharine Jefferts Schori preaching and the
Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Williams, Jr. presiding

June - After three decades of spiritual
formation in Gambier, the Kenyon Summer
Conferences come to a close. The keynote
speaker for the final gathering is

the Rev. Tom Brackett

November 11 & 12 - The 195th Diocesan
Convention is held at Warrensville Heights
and Trinity Cathedral. Our guest is the Rt.
Rev. Jean Zaché Duracin, Bishop of Haiti.
The Convention votes to
endorse two partnerships
with the Diocese of Belize
and the Diocese of Tanga.
The Bishop announces a
new vision for Camp and
Conference Ministry

2012

July - The General Convention authorizes provisional rite blessing for
same-gender relationship, prohibits discrimination against transgender
persons in the ordination process, authorizes creation of task force

for gathering and creating resources to facilitate full inclusion of
persons with developmental disabilities, and calls on church to support
“frontline” communities experiencing climate change and urge
restrictions on use of carbon-based fuels




2014

March - People from across our diocese come together to give
thanks for 10 years of shared ministry with “Mark, our Bishop.”
Bishop Bowman especially enjoys being able to spin a yarn. There is
much laughter, mirth, and gratitude

July - The Diocese of Ohio acts as
a Faith Community Partner for
Gay Games 9 hosted in Cleveland.
The Gay Games Interfaith Worship
service is hosted by Trinity
Cathedral where more than 300
people gather to participate. The
Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Williams, Jr., the
Very Rev. Tracey Lind, and the Rt. Rev. Martin De Jesus Barahona,
Bishop of the Anglican Church of El-Salvador, are among the
worship leaders

September - “Planting for Tomorrow, Growing in Faith Today” is
the collaborative fundraising campaign between parishes in our
diocese and the Camp and Retreat Ministry program

2016

Following the recommendation its Board of Directors’ Beyond Walls Task Force, the Bexley Seabury
Seminary, with historical ties to the Diocese of Ohio and Southern Ohio, consolidates its operations

on the campus of Chicago Theological Seminary, in Chicago’s Hyde
Park/Woodlawn neighborhood. The seminary inaugurates enhanced,
low-residency Master of Divinity (MDiv.) program with an expanded
field education program in the form of a highly contextual five-
semester internship. Several seminarians from our Diocese are already
immersed in this program

Lent - 4,000 participants from around our diocese work to “Grow a
Rule of Life”-a spiritual formation process collaboratively designed
by the Society of St. John the Evangelist and the Virginia Theological
Seminary

October 1 - Camp and Retreat Center Groundbreaking occurs at 4655
State Route 60, Wakeman, Ohio. More than 300 attend on a picture
perfect day to give thanks for the creation and naming of Bellwether
Farm

October 11 - The Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Williams, Jr. celebrates the 30th
anniversary of his consecration as a bishop

Fall - Trinity Cathedral and St. Peter, Ashtabula each celebrate 200
years of parish life

Fall - Diocese gears up for the 200th Convention of the Diocese and
our 200th anniversary year which kicks off on November 11 & 12

Bexley “* Seabury

An Episcopal Conter lor Learning & Discigleship

2013

November 8 & 9 - The Annual
Convention of The Diocese is held
in Toledo. The theme is “See I am
Doing a New Thing” (Isaiah 43:19).
The guest preacher is the Rt. Rev.
Philip S. Wright, Bishop of Belize.
The Diocese adopts Resolution R-2
to begin a capital campaign to fund
anew Camp and Retreat Ministry
at the property currently known as
Hostile Valley Park in Wakeman.
The revised master plan will cost $8
million. Resolution R-2 is amended
to stipulate that we must have one-
third of the $8 million dollar goal
($2.67 million) as cash-in-hand and
another third in pledges payable
within a five year period in order to
move forward

2014

August - Cleveland
hosts Gay Games

2013

June — Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby makes an official visit to the
Vatican; meets with president of Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity
and Pope Francis

October - Gov. Kasich expands Medicaid
eligibility giving health coverage to
thousands more Ohioans

|

2015

June - The Bishop’s Bike Ride celebrates
a decade of cycling around our
Diocese. Dozens of riders cycled more
than 50,000 miles around the Ohio
countryside. Twenty-two cyclists ride
into Wakeman on June 20 to join the
celebration of the purchase of the
property for our new Camp and
Retreat Center

June 20 - A diocesan-wide celebration
is held Wakeman at the site of the
New Camp and Retreat Center to
celebrate the success of the “Planting
for Tomorrow, Growing in Faith Today”
campaign. A total of $18,325,000 has
been raised with $9,295,000 raised
for the Camp and Retreat Center and
$9,030,000 raised for the parishes
participating in the collaborative
campaign. 225 people from across the
diocese enjoy the festivities

2015

June - Same-gender marriage is legalized in all 50 states

July - The General Convention makes the rite of marriage available to all people,
regardless of sexual orientation

September 15 - World leaders at UN summit replace the MDGs by adopting the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); 17 “global goals” for 2030 covering a broad range
of sustainable development issues including poverty, hunger, health, education, climate
ch;\ngc, and pmlccling the environment

November 1 - The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is installed as the 27th Presiding
Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church at Washington National Cathedral; the first
African American bishop to serve in this leadership role

2017

Fall - The 201st Convention of the
Diocese of Ohio concludes our
bicentennial observance with a special
guest. We will welcome the Most

Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding
Bishop. There will be a scaled down
business meeting followed by a festive
Eucharist and banquet celebrating our
#whatsyour200

2016

June - The Cleveland Cavaliers win the NBA championship;
first team title in 52 years

June - The deadliest mass shooting by a single gunman in
U.S. history occurs at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, FL

July - Cleveland hosts Republican National Convention




What's Your 200?

The Bicentennial Committee invites the people of the Diocese of Ohio to look forward to the future as we celebrate our bicentennial.
We share a collective history that includes the unifying threads of common prayer, service, evangelism, and a commitment to
social justice. How will we translate who we are today into what we can become in the next century?

We encourage you to use this bicentennial celebration as an opportunity to reflect on the past
200 years and express what we aspire to be in the years to come. To that end, we invite you
- ‘ to discover your own “200.” What is meaningful for you in your faith? What defines
your parish? What are we most proud of? What areas would we like to make more of

| an impact?

This diocesan-wide initiative gives every congregation the opportunity to
participate regardless of size, location, or resources. Your 200 might be a personal
or family endeavor. A youth group might work together on their own 200. Mission
areas and parishes are encouraged to collaborate. This is an occasion to expand
important ministries already being done, as well as to initiate new ones.

Some of our friends have already gotten started on their own 200s. Karen Greer of
Christ Church, Shaker Height has committed to planting 200 tulip bulbs to add to the

beauty of the church gardens. St.
. o

Bartholomew’s, Mayfield Village has

teamed up with St. Luke’s, Cleveland.

Together they aspire to provide 200 meals each Wednesday topped

off with 200 homemade chocolate chip cookies.

Each parish is represented by a Bicentennial Missioner who - - w
will be the point of communication between the parish and the '
Bicentennial Committee. A complete list of Missioners can be
found on the Diocesan website at www.dohio.org.
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Be Alert.
Be Awake.
Be Aware.

by Imani Driskell

The weekend of September 30, St. Michael's in the Hills, Toledo
hosted the Diocesan Youth Event. I was two weeks into my role
as Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at St.
Michael's and I had planned to "pop in" to the DYE to say hello
and meet some of the youth of the diocese. It didn't work out
that way. The Rev. Vincent Black and Rita Rozell convinced me
to participate fully in the weekend's events. I thought to myself,
I think I am being gently hazed by the Holy Spirit! It had been
years since I attended a youth lock-in, yet I found myself looking
around for my air mattress and blankets.

The theme of the event was, "Be Alert, Be Awake, Be Aware."
All of the activities centered around this topic. For example, the
magic show and magic lesson on Friday evening enabled us to
become amateur magicians while helping the youth to realize
that there is very often more going on than meets the eye.

On Saturday morning, youth were asked to use Legos to build
something to represent one thing they love about their lives.
Shortly after, we took a bus trip to Bellwether Farm for the
groundbreaking ceremony. While at the farm, we participated
in a nature walk and engaged in prayerful reflections. Some of
the remarks I overheard during the walk were, "nature is a good
place to envision God," and "I feel closer to my friends and God."

The evening was very busy. Immediately upon our return, the
youth heard a presentation about human trafficking. After dinner,
while in small groups, youth combined their Lego creations into
joint structures as a way to see their interconnectedness. Later,
groups were led into a room where pictures of seemingly happy
youth were hung on the walls. However, when the lights went
out - with the help of a blacklight - it became clear that their
outward appearances clearly did not reflect reality. The evening
ended with multiple prayer stations that included a fun house
mirror, M&Ms, clay, and writing prayers that were then placed
on the cross.

Bishop Mark Hollingsworth preached on Sunday and I was
confirmed into the Episcopal Church; that was the icing on the
cake of a wonderful Diocesan Youth Event. I am grateful for this
experience as I met so many wonderful young people from the
diocese as well as colleagues in Christian Formation.




Bellwether Farm Groundbreaking

by Claudia Wilson

On October 1, we sent up prayers that the day would bring
clear skies and warm temperatures; we were excited to celebrate
breaking ground on the new Camp and Retreat Ministry Center.
Our prayers were answered.

More than 300 people made the drive to Wakeman and gathered
at the top of the hill to hear Bishop Hollingsworth speak. The
Bishop shared a descriptive story about how as a child he had
enjoyed hatching monarch butterflies. As he held up a monarch
box to show the crowd, a monarch butterfly flew right by! That's
just one example of how beautifully the day came together.

The Bishop excitedly revealed the Camp and Retreat Ministry
Center's official new name: Bellwether Farm. The name comes
from how in every flock a shepherd would tie a bell to the neck
of a ram to lead the flock of sheep. This name encapsulates what
the Diocese strives to accomplish with this center. The Diocese
strives to be a trendsetter and lead the way for a new approach to
faith, worship, and environmental sustainability. The name was

welcomed with cheers as the youth of the Diocese rang sheep
bells.

After the announcement of the name, the Bishop and a number
of project partners put on hard hats and picked up shovels and
stuck the shovels in the dirt to ‘break ground’ officially on this
remarkable project. Shortly thereafter, everyone headed down
the hill to enjoy a BBQ lunch, hay wagon tours of the property,
Stations of the Terrain, and other activities focused around
sustainable gardening. A great time was had by all. We look
forward to many more days of joy and celebration of the world
around us.

The Groundbreaking Ceremony was a beautiful day of
celebration of how far the Bellwether Farm project has come and
the excitement of looking towards its future. None of this would
be possible without everyone’s help and we thank you for your
support, prayers, and generous donations.






Stories of Inspiration &

At Old Trinity, Tiffin, the Rev. Aaron Gerlach is using The Action Bible and The
Story Bible for Confirmation class. The Action Bible is in a graphic novel format. The
graphics are done by an artist from the DC and Marvel comic books. The Story Bible
is in chapter form and reads like a novel. Parker, Carter, and Mahaska, the students
in the class, were able to choose which version of the Bible they'd like to use. Parker
and Carter chose The Action Bible and Mahaska chose The Story Bible. Gerlach
attempted to find engaging versions that would tell the Scripture in a way that they
would understand. The confirmation class is a two-year class. The first year focuses on
the Bible and the second focuses on the Book of Common Prayer. Parker, Carter, and
Mahaska will be confirmed around All Saints’ Day in 2017.

St. Paul’s, Akron is moving forward on multiple fronts. Every Wednesday night
community members gather at St. Paul’s for the Community Meal. Through a team
of planners, cooks, and servers an average 120 people are served with each meal. The
program celebrated its fourth anniversary in October. The program has grown to
include music, intercessory prayers, and the occasional adult baptism. Following the
Community Meal, St. Paul’s started a Jobs Ministry. In 2015, the program placed 50
job seekers into jobs. So far 21 job seekers have been placed in 2016. The Community
Assistance Program was also created. This program allows counselors to help people
with monetary assistance, networking for further assistance, and advice on getting
out of financial straits. The church also launched A Study for Learning and Ministry, a
program that offers courses, talks, study days, retreats, and discussion groups.

New Life, Uniontown celebrates the holiday season with various programs such as
Christmas at Sea. This program attempts to bring holiday cheer to Merchant Marines
who are away from home during the holidays. Throughout the season, parishioners
and community members drop off the donations at the church. Like many other
parishes, New Life also celebrates the holiday season with a mitten tree to gather
donations for the less fortunate of the community.
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Ministry From Around the Diocese

At St. Timothy's, Perrysburg, the outreach program took a portion of the donations
to the Clothesline ministry and began making mittens. Joan Morton, a volunteer, had
previously made mittens out of old sweaters. When she mentioned the idea, a new
ministry was born. The members of the Mitten Ministry take wool sweaters and shrink
them in the wash. They then cut out the mitten pattern, using the sleeve to form the
cuffs, and line the mitten with fleece. Finally, volunteer Kay Bunke embellishes the
mittens with decorations. When finished, the mittens are distributed to various shelters
in the area. Last fall, the volunteers ran a workshop at the Cocoon Shelter in Bowling
Green, teaching domestic abuse survivors how to sew mittens. Approximately 80 pairs
of mittens have been donated thus far.

Three brothers from St. Mark’s, Sidney are collecting hats and gloves. Chad (16), Calib
(15), and Christian (13) are donating the hats and gloves to their former elementary
school. This is the eighth year that the boys have done the collection. In the last
eight years the boys have collected 500 hats and gloves. All of the donated items are
either new or handmade. Many of the hats are hand-knitted. Previous collections of
the donated hats and gloves have been given to an oncology ward, a soup kitchen, a
women’s abuse shelter, and a homeless shelter. The collection runs yearlong. Anyone
wishing to donate can drop the items at the church.

St. Patrick’s, Brunswick spent the fall partnering with the local community by
gathering in prayer before the local high school football games. Football, being a high
intensity and high contact sport, can often result in injury for the players. St. Patrick’s
led the (optional) prayer before the home football games. Members of the parish and
members of the community assembled together for the pre-game prayer.
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How Will We Measure Our Year?

The Bishop's Annual Appeal

You may remember the song “Seasons of Love” from the musical Rent. The song poses the question, how do you measure the
“five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes - in a year in the life?” The answer, of course, is love.

As we enter the season of Advent and approach the end of this calendar year, how will we, as the people of the Diocese of
Ohio, measure our year? The answer, again, is love.

Every day, indeed every minute, across the Diocese, our members live out their faith and demonstrate a common
commitment to Love God. Love your neighbor. Change the world.® Ministries in our parishes help feed the hungry, provide
shelter for the homeless, and bring hope to the struggling. Your gifts to the Bishop's Annual Appeal enable these life-changing
moments to happen.

Each year we also witness many other life-changing moments as we observe the spiritual growth and faith development of
seminarians, young adults, and youth whom we support in their formation, diocesan gatherings, and mission work. This too
is made possible by your generosity to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

In this season of giving, we ask you to reflect on those life-changing minutes and the impact you are having. We will measure
this year by the hope, the encouragement, the security, and, most importantly, the love of God that countless experience each
year as a consequence of your gifts. Thank you for your support. If you have not already, we ask that you consider a gift to the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have already participated, we invite you to consider an additional gift.

For more information, please contact Laura Hnat, Chief Development Officer, at lhnat@dohio.org or 216.774.0463.

THIS CHRISTMAS, GIVE THE GIFT OF DISCOVERY...

Bellwether Farm is equipping leaders for a sustainable
future. Help us in this mission by making a gift to

1A D L _ purchase items to outfit the center. A catalog of gift

| CHURCH LIFE'WINTER 2016 "' ideas can be found on our website at www.dohio.org.



Getting to Know Your Neighbors

Profiles and Testimonies from the People in the Pews

John (JT) Minor
Christ Church, Oberlin

I grew up as a double-PK. Yes, both my parents
are Episcopal priests and they serve as Co-
Rectors at All Saint's Episcopal Church just
outside of Boston. Our house is right next door
to the church so we were in and out of the church offices
all day long, and often told people, “We (our whole family)
work at the church!”

Children of pastors often resent the church, but somehow
I was immune to all of that. My parents, it seemed, were
always talking about church, their sermons, and other
aspects of parish life, and my sister and I joined right in.
More importantly, as I was growing up in the church, there
were many people in the parish who became honorary aunts
and uncles to us, or simply friends.

When I moved to Ohio to attend the Oberlin
Conservatory I immediately sought out the
local church, looking for a little bit of home in
the midst of the stress of my new life at Oberlin.
The people at Christ Church in Oberlin embraced me, and I
immediately felt at home.

The people at Christ Church support me in my work at the
Conservatory, and often attend my performances (standing
in for my family who are usually unable to make the long
journey from Boston for my concerts). I hardly ever miss a
Sunday, and have tried to give back to the parish by teaching
Sunday School, serving as an acolyte, attending student
discussions/meals and more.

William Farragher
St. John's, Youngstown

I'wasborn in 1922, the grandson of 4 immigrants
(Paternal: Isle of Man & County Mayo, Ireland
- Catholic; Maternal: (London, England -
Anglican) in Youngstown, Ohio. Baptized and
confirmed Catholic, I attended Catholic church regularly. I
attended parochial school from preschool through the third
grade and then transferred to public school. By my junior
year in high school, learning about evolution, how the Earth
was formed, and dreading what was happening with the
Nazis and Japan, I began to question my Christian beliefs.

During World War II, serving as an Army medic, I fell even
further away from the Church. But when I met Episcopal
priests in Alaska who were helping the Eskimos and Native
Americans - not by recruiting them into the church but by
teaching and caring for them - my interest in Christianity
was renewed. However, I still did not attend church when I
came home from the war.

I later graduated from a Methodist college
(Ohio Wesleyan University) with degrees in
English and Philosophy. I was still not much
of a churchgoer. Then, while a grad student,
I met a girl from Youngstown who was the daughter of a
doctor who had treated me in the Army. Talk about a small
world! We fell in love and were married in 1951 at St. John's,
Youngstown. My wife (now deceased) was a lifelong member
of St. John's; after our wedding, I joined her church and have
been a member ever since.

But with still having some questions about Christian beliefs,
I could only become a member by deciding to try to follow
every day in the footsteps on the humble carpenter from
Galilee. Not easy but doable! And all along the way, I strongly
believe that God lovingly guided every stumbling step upon
my Episcopal journey.

Do you or someone you know have a testimony to share? Email: jrocha@dohio.org. Subject: Getting to Know Your Neighbors.
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ECW News ... Notes

by Elaine Willis

Diocesan ECW President Resigns

Hilary Nerby, president of the Diocese of Ohio ECW, has
found it necessary to resign her position as of October 20,
2016. The current president elect, Barbara Jones, is now
serving in that capacity.

UTO Reminders

UTO: As of September 20 we have received a total of $279.
If you have not sent in your parish’s ingathering, please
remember to do so as soon as possible. Checks should be
sent to Diocesan UTO Chair Linda Smith at 9209 Darrow
Road Apt. 200, Twinsburg, OH 44087-1868.

Also, if your parish has any projects that need funding,
consider applying for a UTO grant. Applications and
materials will be available on December 2.

Carlotta East Scholarship

Are you an Episcopal woman who needs financial
assistance to further your education, to upgrade your skills
before returning to the work force, or to complete religious
training? If so, the Carlotta East Scholarship may be able
to help. This scholarship fund has been assisting women

in the Diocese of Ohio with financial aid since it was
established in 1945. The usual grant for scholarship aid is
approximately $500 per applicant. Exceptions in amounts
granted may be made by the Carlotta East Scholarship
Committee. Applicants must hold at least junior
undergraduate status by August 2017 in order to apply. The
deadline for applications is March 31. Information about
the scholarship and the application form may be found
online at http://dohio.org/episcopal-church-women-0.

S.0.A.P.

S.0.A.P. stands for Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution
and was founded by survivor/author/advocate Teresa
Flores in 2010 with its first outreach taking place at the
Superbowl in Dallas, TX. Since then 100,000 volunteers
have participated in outreach in 13 states and in over 25
cities. If a child is not recovered within the first 48 hours,
the likelihood is very high that he/she will be trafficked.

A missing child is almost always identified from each
outreach event and calls to the National Human Trafficking
Hotline Number double whenever one is held. S.0.A.P.

is a simple, effective, and a hands-on way to mobilize
volunteers who want to make a difference fighting human
trafficking.

Nearly 1 million bars of soap with the national human
trafficking hotline number have been given out nationwide.
More than 100,000 volunteers have labeled and given

out soap. It is more than just labeling a bar of soap with a
phone number. It involves a set curriculum with trained
volunteers. Missing children posters and information
sheets are created for each event and given to hotel/

motels. Somewhere a child is always identified during each
outreach, leading to tips for local authorities.

For those interested in S.O.A.P. training, either to work
in area hotels/motels or to be involved in putting packets
together and labels on soap, there will be a training

on November 10 at Holy Angels Catholic Church in
Bainbridge, Ohio at 7:30 p.m.

St. Martin’s, Chagrin Falls already has two teams going to
hotels and motels in Aurora, Solon, and Twinsburg.

Does your parish or Mission Area ECW have a project you re particularly proud of, like a very successful fundraiser or
an outreach project like these? We’d like to hear about it! Share it with the Diocese by emailing an article to Elaine Willis

at ewillis1254@gmail.com or calling 440.930.5291.
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Diocesan Calendar Bishops' Visitations

December December
2-3  Diocesan Council Organizing Meeting, Trinity 11 Church of the Good Shepherd, Lyndhurst - Williams
Commons 11 St. Pauls, Norwalk - Hollingsworth
9-11  Deacon Formation Retreat, River’s Edge, Cleveland 18 St Luke’s, Niles - Hollingsworth
26-Jan2  Diocesan Offices Closed for Christmas/New Year’s
Holiday January
31  Boar’s Head Festival, Trinity Cathedral 8  Christ Church, Hudson - Hollingsworth
15 St. Matthew’s, Ashland - Hollingsworth
January 22 St. Pauls, Fremont — Hollingsworth
11 Fresh Start, Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland
16  Diocesan Offices Closed for MLK Holiday February
20-22  Deacon Formation Retreat, Grace Church, Mansfield 5  St. James, Painesville - Hollingsworth
12 Grace Church, Mansfield - Hollingsworth
February 19 St Albans, Cleveland Heights - Hollingsworth
10-11  Winter Convocation, Kalahari Resort, Sandusky 26 Trinity, New Philadelphia - Hollingsworth
11 TrebleFest, St. Paul's Church, Cleveland Heights
17-19 Happening Staff Retreat, St. Paul’s, Medina March
5  Church of the Epiphany, Euclid - Hollingsworth
March 19  Harcourt Parish, Gambier - Hollingsworth
15  Fresh Start, Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland 19  St. Thomas, Berea - Williams
17-19 Deacon Formation Retreat, River’s Edge, Cleveland 26 New Life, Uniontown - Hollingsworth
22-24  Trinity Institute 2017: Water Justice 26 Christ Church, Huron - Williams
23-25  Commission on Ministry Gathering with Seminarians, 26 St. Martin’s, Chagrin Falls - Persell

River’s Edge, Cleveland
31-Apr2  Happening, St. Paul’s, Medina

Clergy Changes

o The Rev. Mary Carson has

Boar's Head and Yule Log Festival concluded her tenure as
Rector of Church of the
Saturday’ December 31 Redeemer, Lorain
Performances at 3:00 and 5:30 pm
Freewill Offering The Rev. Jennifer C. Leider
has resigned as Rector of St.
The 54th presentation of the Boar's Head and Yule Log Festival is a Michael’s-in-the-Hills, Toledo

Cleveland Christmas tradition. Produced by volunteers, the festival is
a multi-sensory Elizabethan Christmas experience with pageantry and
music that celebrates the light of Christ coming into the world.

The Rev. Susan J. Tiffany has
accepted a call as Assistant

Rector at St. Paul’s, Akron

To learn more, please email the Festival Committee or call
216.771.3630 x392.
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Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
2230 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-2499

February 10-11, 2017

Kalahari Resort and Convention Center

Keynote Speaker: Dwight Zscheile

Music: Live Hymnal
Many more workshops. Great Children's program and Youth program.
Group pricing for parishes sending teams.

Registration information to come.

Dwight Zscheile is an Episcopal parish priest, a professor at Luther Seminary and at
Bexley-Seabury, and a leader in missional church thought, movement, and training.
The author of People of the Way: Renewing Episcopal Identity and co-author, with
Craig Van Gelder, of The Missional Church in Perspective, he also served on the Task-
force for Reimagining the Episcopal Church.

Live Hymnal develops fresh arrangements for 1982 Hymnal music and trains
and resources others to do the same. They will lead our music in worship
and offer workshops.

For more information call: 216-774-0476



