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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN, DIOCESE OF OHIO

136th ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 4, 2013
HITON GARDEN INN, TWINSBURG
Call to order and welcome: Barbara Johansen called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  Barbara welcomed the attendees and especially thanked the bishops and their wives for being with us last evening.  

Credentials Report:  Barbara Baird reported that 45 voting delegates present; 12 clergy present; and 4 non-voting visitors present.
Introduction of the Diocesan Board:

Barbara Johansen introduced the following:

Mary Jane White, Vice President

Susan Quill, Secretary

Sonia Miller, Treasurer

Carol Culp, Parliamentarian
Rules of the Annual Meeting: Nancy Sherwin, St. Paul’s, Cleveland Heights, moved to approve the Rules of the Annual Meeting, Anne Payne, St. Paul’s, Cleveland Heights, seconded the motion.  
Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws: 

1. Approved: 

An emergency amendment to take effect upon the passage permitting the re-election of the Secretary to a consecutive term.  Article VI, Section A, Paragraph 4 shall read “No officer or chairman may be elected to serve a consecutive term in the same office except for the Treasurer and the Secretary.”
2. Approved:
An amendment to take effect upon the close of business at the 136th Annual Meeting. Article III, Section B shall read “A Bishop Suffragan or Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of Ohio shall be an ex-officio member with the right to vote.”
3. Approved:
An amendment to take effect upon the close of business at the 136th Annual Meeting. “All occurrences of the words “deanery” or “deaneries” shall be replaced with the words “mission area”, or “mission areas” as appropriate throughout the Bylaws.
Treasurer’s Report:  Sonia Miller reported on the four (4) investment funds and their balances as of March 31, 2013: Eliza Backus - $172,211, Katherine L. Mather - $48,615, Carlotta East Scholarship - $4,905, and Mabel M. Higgs - $53,402.  The financial report will be filed for review.  

The budget was reviewed. Lera Doneghy moved to accept the proposed budget, Sue Griffith, St. seconded. 

Minutes: Elaine Willis, moved to accept the minutes from the 135th Annual Meeting as published in the yearbook. Hilary Nerby, St. Timothy, Macedonia, seconded the motion.

Nominating Committee Report:  Katy Ptacek entered the slate of officers nominated 
Officer Election:
· President Elect – Hilary Nerby (St. Timothy, Macedonia)

· Secretary – Susan Quill (St. Paul’s, Cleveland Heights)

· Worship Chair – Mary Anthony (St. Paul’s, Medina)

Hospice Outreach/Parish Health Ministries:  Cheryl Grey reported that two grants have been given.  The first grant was to Community Hospice Care from Tiffin for $100 for educational programs and the second one was to Community Hospice in Tuscarawas County for $100 for a supplies cart for patient needs.  There is $150 left in the committee account.  The Bishop’s Health Ministry Task Force name has been changed to Parish Health Ministry Task Force.
UTO Report: Anne Cole read her report. The Diocese of Ohio was recognized as one of the most “thankful”/giving diocese at Triennial Meeting in Indianapolis, July 2012.   Total collected in 2012 was $27,561.20 from Diocese of Ohio.

Carlotta East Scholarship: Mary Jane White reported that there were five nominations to receive scholarships, but one was rejected as she was only a senior in high school.  All three nominees will be awarded scholarships. 

Designation of the Offering is recommended by the Executive Committee to give today’s Eucharist collection to the Mother’s Union of the Diocese of Tanga.  Lera Doneghy moved to accept the Executive Committee’s recommendation.

Worship Chair:    Mary Anthony reported that the possibility of having a retreat or quiet day for the Diocesan Board and Mission Area Boards wasn’t fulfilled this year, but hopefully, next year it will fall into place.
Resolutions:  Barbara Jones read the following resolutions:

· A Resolution in Support of Our Companion Relationships with the Diocese of Tanga –
· A Resolution Regarding Gun Violence
Book of Remembrance: Barbara Johansen thanked Karen Stansbrey for all of years of service.  
Guest Speaker:  Barbara Johansen introduced Elizabeth from the Mother’s Union of the Diocese of Tanga.  Elizabeth shared insights about her life in Tanga and her contributions to the Mother’s Union.  Currently, there are 45, 000 members in the Diocese of Tanga consisting of 73 parishes, 88 priests, and 11 retired priests.
Yearbook/Directory: Barbara Johansen announced that the Yearbook/Directory is now online and can be accessed via the Diocese of Ohio website.  Elaine Willis will continue as Yearbook Committee Chair and Susan Quill will accept changes to the Directory. 

Province V Annual Meeting: Janet Smart reported on Province V Annual Meeting on April 4 through 7 in St. Louis – Chesterfield, Missouri. Upcoming ECW Province V Annual Meetings will be as follows:

· 2014 – Diocese of Chicago

· 2015 – Diocese of Northern Michigan

· 2016 – Diocese of Milwaukee

· 2017 – Diocese of Western Michigan

The next Triennial Meeting will be in 2015 to be held in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Guest Speaker:  The Rev. Debora L. H. Jennings from the St. Basil’s Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Oklahoma presented a slide show of  beautiful photographs that proposed “Questions to Ponder – Earth, Sky, and Water: The Voices of Creation”.
Recess at 12:00 a.m.

Reconvened meeting at 1:11 p.m.
There being no nominations from the floor, Lera Doneghy moved that the secretary be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for vice president.   Anne Cole seconded, and the motion carried without objection.
Janet Smart reported that the Executive Committee recommended offering Paul Johansen the position of Honorary Chaplain.

Pat Squire announced the Annual Bishop’s Bike Ride beginning Tuesday, July 2 with a stop at Wakeman on July 4.  She encouraged people to pledge for riders.  Pledges help support the Bishop’s Youth Outreach programs.

News Notes: Hilary Nerby invited help to assist with News Notes since she will have additional duties as President Elect.  
Church Periodical Club: Katy Ptacek reported that $1,235 has been collected for Seminarians to purchase textbooks for their studies, as well as for Miles of Pennies.  Sunday, October 6, 2013 is CPC Sunday.
Daughters of the King: Liaison Lera Doneghy reported that they were not able to attend Province V Annual Meeting. 
Submitted by the Executive Committee:

Central East:  no report.

Cuyahoga:  no report.

North Central:  no report.
Northeast: Mary Clements to email report to Secretary, but was unable to attend meeting. 
South Central:  no report.

Southeast:  Janet Smart reported that on October 13, 2012 a meeting was held at Christ Church in Warren with 22 present, representing 5 parishes.  
Summit/Central East: no report, but this is the host Mission Area for the Annual Meeting.

West: no report.
Presidents Report:  Barbara Johansen welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave great thanks to the Summit Mission Area as hosts and special thanks to Barbara Baird for leading the planning and execution of this meeting.  Barbara also thanked The Rev. Debora Jennings and Elizabeth Mavoa for being guest speakers.  

In addition, Barbara reported that the Yearbook/Directory in now online; the Diocese of Ohio sent $27,561.20 to the National UTO; and that four women to receive Carlotta East scholarships.
Janet Smart announced that the Southeast Mission Area will host 137th ECW Annual Meeting, tentatively set for May 2 and 3, 2014.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:42 p.m.

Susan Quill

Secretary
