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If ICE comes to Church 

 
Just as at home, in private or restricted areas of the church, staff or volunteers do not have to open the door to 
ICE or law enforcement without seeing a judicial warrant first. However, situations involving law enforcement 
may be high-stress and dynamic, even risk-filled. Pay attention to your own safety. 
 
Know your rights: 

• ICE officials are not permitted to enter the building or (if the building is open) move beyond the main 
lobby unless they have a judicial warrant (see below) and an employee escort.  

• Ask for identification. 

• If there is a deacon or priest serving your congregation, notify them immediately; inform the Wardens. 
• Notify Canon Rosalind Hughes: rhughes@dohio.org; 216 774 0456. 
• Take a copy of the ICE official’s credentials and request the official’s business card. 
• If the ICE official refuses to provide identification, politely stop the conversation and ask the individual 

to leave the building. 
• Exercise your right to remain silent; do not share any information about parishioners, clients, or staff.  

• Do not sign any documents that ICE provides to you. 
• Do not provide any documents or verification of any information to the ICE official without a warrant. 
• After the encounter, send all information relating to the incident to Canon Rosalind Hughes. 
 
An administrative warrant can be self-issued by an agency such as ICE; it allows law enforcement to detain a 
person in public places; 
A judicial warrant is needed to enter private spaces without invitation or permission. A judicial warrant should 
have the name of the person being sought, the location in which the warrant is to be exercised, the date by 
which the warrant is to be exercised, and the signature of a judge or magistrate. 
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