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Know Your Rights

If approached in public by law enforcement or ICE

You do have the right to remain silent and request legal representation (in the case of
immigration question, the state is not required to provide a lawyer, but you may exercise your
right to contact your own)

Practice saying this out loud with family and friends AND print out Know Your Rights Cards to
have on you to present if you’re approached

You do not have to sign anything you do not understand or do not agree to

In Ohio, if law enforcement approaches you, you are required to verbally provide on request
your name, date of birth, and address

Right to leave:

If you are stopped by the police, ask loudly and clearly, “Am | being detained or am | free to
leave?”

If the officer says you are free to leave, stay calm and walk (do not run) away.

You can ask if you are free to leave more than once during an encounter with the police. (For
example, if you ask before the officer has asked the identity questions (name, DOB, address),
you can ask again after providing that information.)

If the officer says you are under arrest, you have the right to know why.

If you are a bystander to an engagement, you are allowed to remind people of their right to
remain silent and request legal representation and a written warrant.

Practice saying these things out loud!

If ICE comes to your home

You do not have to open the door

Ask the officer to slide the warrant under the door or hold it up to a window

Familiarize yourself with the possible warrants that might be presented to you

Practice as a family reading the Know Your Rights card out loud, should an ICE or other law
enforcement officer engage you

If you do choose to speak to ICE or other law enforcement, tell the truth. Never show false
documents.



https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
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An administrative warrant can be self-issued by an agency such as ICE; it allows law enforcement to
detain a person in public places;

A judicial warrant is needed to enter private spaces without invitation or permission. A judicial
warrant should have the name of the person being sought, the location in which the warrant is to be
exercised, the date by which the warrant is to be exercised, and the signature of a judge or
magistrate.
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To print at home, use heavy weight paper, or card
stock. Cut out the cards along the dotted lines. If
you're unable to print on both sides, you can simply
fold on the center line to make a 2-sided card.

If you use a professional printer, we suggest you
print 2-sided cards with white text on red card stock
with rounded corners.
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| do not wish to speak with you, answer your questions,
or sign or hand you any documents based on my 5th
Amendment rights under the United States Constitution.

| do not give you permission to enter my home based

on my 4th Amendment rights under the United States
Constitution unless you have a warrant to enter, signed
by a judge or magistrate with my name on it that you slide
under the door.

| do not give you permission to search any of my
belongings based on my 4th Amendment rights.

| choose to exercise my constitutional rights.
These cards are available to citizens and noncitizens alike.



